
New Parents Meeting 
Reception 18-19



Your Child’s New School

On behalf of everyone here at Horndale Infant and Nursery 
School, WELCOME to a new and exciting stage in your 
child’s life. During their Reception year, your child will 

make new friends, enjoy new experiences and learn the 
vital new skills of reading and writing.

We, teachers and parents, have the chance to work as 
partners to ensure that at the end of this school year, your 
child will have a positive attitude towards their education 

based on social and academic confidence.



Meeting the Teachers

Mrs McDonald                                            Miss Beckwith
Class teacher                                              Classroom 

support assistant



Early Years 
Foundation Stage  

The Foundation Stage begins in Nursery and continues through to  
Reception.

We help the children to learn through playing, exploring and 
being active. This means children will take part in a range of fun, 
practical activities; some of which are adult led, some guided by 
adults and some will be child-initiated.  

We follow the EYFS Framework which explains how and what your 
child will be learning.  It is very flexible so it can be adapted to the 
children’s needs and interests.



Early Years 
Foundation Stage  

From birth to the end of the Reception year in school, the 
EYFS framework seeks to provide:

•Quality and consistency in all Early years settings
•A secure foundation for life long learning
•A partnership working between home and school 
•Equality of opportunity to ensure that ALL children are   
included and supported. 



How children learn

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and 
demonstrating their understanding through 7 areas of learning. 
All are vital and inter-connected. 

The 3 Prime Areas
Personal, Social and Emotional development.
Communication and Language.
Physical Development

The 4 Specific Areas
Literacy
Maths
Understanding the World
Expressive arts and design



Your child will learn to:

•Become self-confident;
•Take an interest in things;
•Know what their own needs are;
•Dress and undress independently;
•Become independent;
•Tell the difference between right and wrong.
•Making Relationships
•Self Confidence and Self awareness
•Managing Feelings and Behaviour

Personal, Social and
Emotional Development



Communication 
and Language 

The children will be learning to:

•Talk confidently and clearly
•Enjoy listening to stories, songs and 
poems
•Listening and Attention
•Understanding



Physical 
Development

The children will be learning to:

•Move confidently;
•Control their body;
•Handle equipment;
•Manage their own personal hygiene;
•Dress and un-dress for PE;
•Understand a healthy lifestyle. 



Literacy
The children will be learning to:

•Hear and say sounds, and link them to 
the alphabet
•Read and write familiar words
•Learn to use a pencil effectively



Maths
The children will be learning to:

•Develop an understanding of maths through 
stories, songs, games and imaginative play.
•Become comfortable with numbers and with 
ideas such as 'heavier  than' or 'bigger.’
•Be aware of shapes and space. 



Understanding the 
World 

The children will explore:

•Find out about the world around them,
asking questions about it.

•Build with different materials, know about 
everyday technology and learn what it is used for.
•Find out about past events in their lives and their 
families' lives.
•Find out about different cultures and beliefs. 



Expressive Arts & 
Design 

The children will explore:

•Colours and shapes; 
•Making things;
•Being Imaginative
•Role play;
•Making music. 



Play
Each of these areas will be implemented 
through planned, purposeful play and 
through a mix of adult led and child-
initiated activity. 

Your child will be assessed in these areas, 
based on their individual development and 
needs. 



Continuous 
Provision 

All of the following are on offer to children daily. 
Sometimes these are enhanced to fit in with a class 
theme or child’s interest. 
•Sand Dressing up
•Water Reading area
•Play dough Construction
•Messy play Small world
•Writing area Investigation area
•Fine motor activities Computers
•Creative area Maths & Puzzles
•Role Play Music area







Characteristics of 
Effective Learning

We also love to observe HOW 
your child learns. Whether they 
persevere and show 
determination or explore to find 
their own methods and 
concepts……. 

We value the diversity of each 
and every child in our care and 
celebrate their differences and 
individual characters! 



Learning Journey

•Home and School Observations
•Photographs
•Samples of Work
•Links to the Foundation Stage Profile
•WOW! Home observation sheets
•Learning Journals are now online but a printed 
copy will be available.
•*Parent share *



Reception Routine

8.30am Breakfast club
8.50am Children enter the classroom
9.00am Registration and sharing news time 
9.05am Literacy/Maths input
9.30am Teacher-led activity/Child initiated play
10.15am Assembly
10.30am Whole school playtime 
10.50am Phonics input
11.10am Teacher-led activity/Child initiated play
12.00pm Lunchtime
1.00pm Registration
1.05pm Topic input
1.15pm Child initiated play / Individual reading
2.00pm Milk and fruit
2.30pm Outdoor play
2.45pm Story
3.00pm Home time



Lunch time is at 12pm until 1pm. 
Your child is entitled to a free school meal. 
Pre-order menu.
Your child can bring a packed lunch if you 
prefer. 
A healthy lunch please. 

Lunch



Phonics
Every day, the children have a 20 minute 
phonics session
•Fast paced approach 
•Lessons encompass a range of games, songs 
and rhymes
•We use the Letters and Sounds planning 
document to support the teaching of phonics
•There are 6 phonics phases which the children 
work through at their own pace



Phonics
•We follow the Letters and Sounds document and 
use the Jolly Phonic actions to support this.  
•We have also introduced the Read, Write, Inc 
document to help support handwriting 
throughout the school.- Cursive.
•There is a Tag Line to go with each sound and a 
picture and story to link them together.

•Whoosh...Slither down the 
Snake and a flick. s



Words
•Words are vital to the progression of reading.
•Each week we will learn a new set of 5 words.
•Your child will get a new set of words when they can 
confidently read the previous set.
•It is important your child learns to read the words by 
sight.
•Some words (Tricky words) have an action to help learn 
the word. Your child will need to learn these words by 
sight.
•Please remember to keep going over the words given in 
previous weeks to make certain your child has not 
forgotten any.



Reading at School
• Your child will be learning to read during school in whole class, 
group and individual situations.
• Teachers will read with your child once a week to begin with and
more often if we feel necessary.
• We follow the ‘Oxford Reading Tree Scheme’.
• Stage 1 books have no words and are to develop character 
recognition and story telling using the pictures to help.
• Stage 1+ books focus on simple decodable words and get 
harder as the stages increase.
• In Reception your child should reach Stage 3 by the end 

of the Year, if not be beyond this.



Reading at Home
• Your child will be given a new reading book each week 
to read at home. 
• Reading books will be sent home EVERY NIGHT and are to
be returned EVERY MORNING. –This does not mean your child
will receive a new book every day!
• Your child also has the opportunity to take a Library book
home each week. This is to share with parents. Children are 
NOT expected to be able to read these books.
• Comment in the ‘Home School Diary’ so the teachers know
your child is reading – this is only for their reading books NOT
their Library books.
• Try to communicate regularly with positive comments and
any concerns. Your child will then know that you are 
interested in their progress and that you value reading.
• Examples are given in the front of reading record book.



Reading at Home
• Talk about the book and its pictures, characters, how they 
think the story will end and their favourite part to develop their
comprehension skills
• There is more to being a good reader than just being able to
read the words accurately.
• There are examples given in the front of the reading book. 
There are also activity and games ideas you could use in the back
of the book.
• Remain positive with your child - 'Let's read it together' and 
point to the words as you say them. Boost your child's confidence 
with praise for even the smallest achievement.



Homework

• Homework Book are sent home on a Friday.
• This will consist of a Literacy or Maths activity linked to 
our work that week.
• Homework is to be completed on a weekend and returned 
on a Monday.
• A new Reading book will be sent home each week.
• Spellings will be sent home after Christmas these are for 
your child to learn all week for a test on a Friday. The words 
for spelling are selected from the High Frequency Words, 
set by the government.



Reward Systems
• Golden Time
• Stickers 
• Star Stickers
• Head Teacher Award
• Top Table Award
• Tidy Classroom
• Attendance



General
Information 

• All children are encouraged to wear school uniform. Please 
ensure everything is clearly named.

• Appropriate clothing must be worn at all times as the children 
go outside in all weathers.
- Warm coat, hat, scarf, gloves in winter.
- Sun hat, sunglasses and sun cream in summer.

• As part of the curriculum the children will be encouraged to 
take part in a variety of messy activities to enable them to 
have a wide variety of learning experiences.



PE

• PE Kit – White T-Shirt, Red Shorts, Plimsolls (optional) –
ALL NAMED.

• PE Kits are sent home every half term to be washed. 
Please return to school on the first day back.

• We usually have PE on a Monday.

• We will have swimming lessons in the Summer term.

• Children are encouraged to dress and undress 
themselves.



Autumn Term

•Support with dressing 
•Fastening coats
•Toileting
•Name
•Knife and fork
•Fine motor control
•Letter formation

Fostering a willingness to try!



and finally….. 

If you have any worries or concerns please come in and 
see Mrs McDonald or Miss Beckwith and we will do our best 

to help you J

Thank you for coming…

Do you have any questions ?


