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Early Years Foundation Stage
•The Early Years Foundation Stage covers the first stage of a 
child’s care from birth to five years old. It sets the standards to 
ensure that all children learn and develop, as well as keeping 
them healthy and safe.   
•All schools and Ofsted registered early years providers in 
England must follow the EYFS. 
•Also included in the EYFS are the seven Areas of Learning. 
They are: 

• Communication and Language
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Physical Development
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

At the end of the EYFS, there are 17 Early 
Learning Goals that children are expected 
to achieve. 



Key changes 1
1. Reduced the amount of unneeded written recordings and  assessment of 

children by staff. 

• This means staff do not need to keep a large amount of written evidence that 

proves children are able to do lots of things.

• Staff still know the abilities and skills of each child, and know how to support 

them to develop. However, now they do not need to write this down 

unnecessarily. 

• This frees up more time for staff to spend directly with the children.

• By taking away the need for constant recording, it helps to develop more 

natural play, conversations and interaction between adults

and children. 



Key changes 2.
2. There is more of an emphasis on the importance 

of developing communication and language 
skills. 

• Children should be supported in building up 
vocabulary by increasing the amount of words 
they know and can use. 
• Encourage more conversations between adults 

and children, but also children and their peers. 
• Good language skills are the basis for all other 

learning and social interaction, so this is vital to 
focus on.  



Key changes 3.
3. There is a focus on how reading stories is important 

to help children develop in all of Areas of Learning. 
• Daily reading of stories encourages an enjoyment of 

reading from a young age. 
• Lots of other learning opportunities happen when 

looking at books, for example comparisons of 
culture or the past. 
• Listening to stories develops imagination, ideas and 

language. 
• Reading is an essential skill and so should be shown 

to children, as well as practised by them regularly. 
• Children are also encouraged to use story ideas in 

their play. 



Reading changes everything

Teach a child to read and keep that child 
reading and we will change everything.

And I mean everything.

Jeanette Winterson



• At Horndale Infant and Nursery School we 
have a whole school approach to phonics.  
We follow the Read Write Inc. scheme 
across the whole school.
• Every day, the children have a phonics 

session.

• Fast paced approach.



Read Write Inc. Phonics daily lessons

2

PhonicsRead Write Inc

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

Pin it on

PhonicsRead Write Inc

 Red Ditty Books
 1 Pin it on
 2 Got him
 3 A cat in a pot
 4 Jam
 5 Pick it up
 6 Wuff wuff
 7 Let’s sing
 8 Let’s swim
 9 Cluck
 10 In the mud

Use the Red Ditty Books and  
Get Writing! Red Ditty Books after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

Story by Gill Munton
Illustrated by Tim Archbold

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Pin it on
Red Ditty Book 1

837119 PIN IT ON CVR v2.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   10:28
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PhonicsRead Write Inc

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472
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My dog Ned

PhonicsRead Write Inc

 Set 1: Green Storybooks
 1 On the bus
 2 My dog Ned
 3 Six fish
 4 The spell
 5 Black Hat Bob
 6 Tug, tug
 7 Chips
 8 The web
 9 Pip’s pizza
 10 Stitch the witch

Use Set 1 Green Storybooks and  
Green Get Writing! Book 1 after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

Story by Gill Munton
Illustrated by Tim Archbold

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

My dog Ned  
Set 1   Story 2
a  e  i  o  u

837132 MY DOG NED CVR.indd   All Pages 05/01/2016   16:10
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PhonicsRead Write Inc

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472
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Billy the Kid

PhonicsRead Write Inc

 Set 2: Purple Storybooks
 1 Ken’s cap
 2 A bad fox
 3 Big Blob and Baby Blob
 4 Tim and Tom
 5 Tag
 6 Elvis
 7 Flip Frog and the bug
 8 Red Ken
 9 Billy the Kid
 10 In the bath

Use Set 2 Purple Storybooks and  
Purple Get Writing! Book 2 after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1.

Story by Gill Munton
Illustrated by Tim Archbold

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Billy the Kid
Set 2   Story 9
a  e  i  o  u

837158 BILLY THE KID CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:54
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PhonicsRead Write Inc

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472
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Scruffy Ted

PhonicsRead Write Inc

 Set 3: Pink Storybooks
 1 Scruffy Ted
 2 Tab the cat
 3 In the sun
 4 The dressing up box
 5 Tab’s kitten
 6 Sanjay stays in bed
 7 The greedy green gremlin
 8 In the night
 9 Snow
 10 So cool!

Use Set 3 Pink Storybooks and  
Pink Get Writing! Book 3 after  
learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

Story by Gill Munton
Illustrated by Tim Archbold

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Scruffy Ted
Set 3   Story 1
ve  ng  nk  tt  ll  ff  ck

837169 SCRUFFY TED CVR.indd   All Pages 11/01/2016   15:51

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472
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Playday

PhonicsRead Write Inc

2

PhonicsRead Write Inc

 Set 4: Orange Storybooks
 1 Playday
 2 I think I want to be a bee
 3 A bad fright
 4 Follow me!
 5 Too much!
 6 A good cook?
 7 Come on, Margo!
 8 My sort of horse
 9 Haircuts
 10 My best shirt
 11 Look out!
 12 Hunt the tortoise

Use Set 4 Orange Storybooks and  
Orange Get Writing! Book 4 after 
learning Speed Sounds Sets 1 and 2.

Story by Gill Munton
Illustrated by Tim Archbold

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Playday  
Set 4   Story 1
ay

837188 PLAYDAY CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   11:12
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PhonicsRead Write Inc

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472
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Barker

PhonicsRead Write Inc

 Set 6: Blue Storybooks
 1 Barker
 2 The poor goose
 3 Hairy fairy
 4 King of the birds
 5 Our house
 6 The jar of oil
 7 Jade’s party
 8 Jellybean
 9 A box full of light
 10 The hole in the hill

Use Set 6 Blue Storybooks and  
Blue Get Writing! Book 6 after 
learning Speed Sounds  
Sets 1, 2 and 3.

Story by Gill Munton
Illustrated by Tim Archbold

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Barker  
Set 6   Story 1
ar

837214 BARKER CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   10:09
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How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472

3

PhonicsRead Write IncPhonicsRead Write Inc

Story by Gill Munton
Illustrated by Tim Archbold

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

A ery dangerous 
dinosaur  
Set 7   Story 12
ous  cious  tious

A ery dangerous 
dinosaur

 Set 7: Grey Storybooks
 1 Rex to the rescue
 2 The lion’s paw
 3 I dare you
 4 Looking after a hamster
 5 How silly!
 6 Wailing Winny’s car boot sale
 7 Toad
 8 Andrew
 9 Dear Vampire
 10 Vulture culture
 11 A celebration on planet Zox
 12 A very dangerous dinosaur
 13 The invisible clothes

Use Set 7 Grey Storybooks and  
Grey Get Writing! Book 7 after 
learning Speed Sounds Set 1, 2, 3.

837237 Dangerous dinosaur CVR.indd   All Pages 04/01/2016   14:23

Get Writing!
Green Book 1

2

Phonics

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472

Phonics

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Writing activities 
for Set 2 Purple 
Storybooks 1–10  
and Non-fiction Books

Read Write IncRead Write Inc

Name: 

3
Read Write Inc. Phonics Get Writing! 
Purple Book: 
Pack of 10
ISBN 978-0-19-837406-0

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books 1–10 Red Ditty Books 1–10 

Get Writing! Green Book Set 1 Green Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Purple Book Set 2 Purple Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Pink Book Set 3 Pink Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Orange Book Set 4 Orange Storybooks 1–12 

Get Writing! Yellow Book Set 5 Yellow Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Blue Book Set 6 Blue Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Grey Book Set 7 Grey Storybooks 1–13 

Get Writing!
Purple Book 

Not to be photocopied 

Read Write Inc. Phonics is an engaging programme that raises 
standards in children’s reading and writing. It weaves word 
reading with comprehension, and writing with grammar, 
vocabulary, spelling and handwriting.

The Get Writing! Books contain a wide range of writing activities 
which are closely linked to the Storybooks and Non-!ction Books. 
Detailed lesson plans for these writing activities are provided in 
Read Write Inc. Phonics Handbook 1 and online. 

This fully updated writing book includes: 

  Composition activities based on oral rehearsal and role play

  Step-by-step progression – from writing simple sentences  
to extended texts

  Grammar and spelling activities with meaningful contexts,  
matched to the 2014 National Curriculum  

 ‘ Check’ boxes which prompt children to review their  
writing throughout. 

Use the Get Writing! Books with the Storybooks as follows:

Get Writing!
Purple Book 

837406_GW_BK2_CVR.indd   All Pages 18/02/2016   11:14

Read Write Inc. Phonics is an engaging programme that raises 
standards in children’s reading and writing. It weaves word 
reading with comprehension, and writing with grammar, 
vocabulary, spelling and handwriting.

The Get Writing! Books contain a wide range of writing activities 
which are closely linked to the Storybooks and Non-!ction Books. 
Detailed lesson plans for these writing activities are provided in 
Read Write Inc. Phonics Handbook 1 and online. 

This fully updated writing book includes: 

  Composition activities based on oral rehearsal and role play

  Step-by-step progression – from writing simple sentences  
to extended texts

  Grammar and spelling activities with meaningful contexts,  
matched to the 2014 National Curriculum  

 ‘ Check’ boxes which prompt children to review their  
writing throughout. 

Use the Get Writing! Books with the Storybooks as follows:

Get Writing!
Green Book 1
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Phonics

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472

Phonics

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Writing activities  
for Set 3 Pink 
Storybooks 1–10  
and Non-fiction Books

Read Write IncRead Write Inc

Name: 

3
Read Write Inc. Phonics Get Writing! 
Pink Book: 
Pack of 10
ISBN 978-0-19-837408-4

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books 1–10 Red Ditty Books 1–10 

Get Writing! Green Book Set 1 Green Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Purple Book Set 2 Purple Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Pink Book Set 3 Pink Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Orange Book Set 4 Orange Storybooks 1–12 

Get Writing! Yellow Book Set 5 Yellow Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Blue Book Set 6 Blue Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Grey Book Set 7 Grey Storybooks 1–13 

Get Writing!
Pink Book 

Not to be photocopied 

Get Writing!
Pink Book 

Read Write Inc. Phonics is an engaging programme that raises 
standards in children’s reading and writing. It weaves word 
reading with comprehension, and writing with grammar, 
vocabulary, spelling and handwriting.

The Get Writing! Books contain a wide range of writing activities 
which are closely linked to the Storybooks and Non-!ction Books. 
Detailed lesson plans for these writing activities are provided in 
Read Write Inc. Phonics Handbook 1 and online. 

This fully updated writing book includes: 

  Composition activities based on oral rehearsal and role play

  Step-by-step progression – from writing simple sentences  
to extended texts

  Grammar and spelling activities with meaningful contexts,  
matched to the 2014 National Curriculum  

 ‘ Check’ boxes which prompt children to review their  
writing throughout. 

Use the Get Writing! Books with the Storybooks as follows:

837408_GW_BK3_CVR.indd   All Pages 18/02/2016   11:28

Read Write Inc. Phonics is an engaging programme that raises 
standards in children’s reading and writing. It weaves word 
reading with comprehension, and writing with grammar, 
vocabulary, spelling and handwriting.

The Get Writing! Books contain a wide range of writing activities 
which are closely linked to the Storybooks and Non-!ction Books. 
Detailed lesson plans for these writing activities are provided in 
Read Write Inc. Phonics Handbook 1 and online. 

This fully updated writing book includes: 

  Composition activities based on oral rehearsal and role play

  Step-by-step progression – from writing simple sentences  
to extended texts

  Grammar and spelling activities with meaningful contexts,  
matched to the 2014 National Curriculum  

 ‘ Check’ boxes which prompt children to review their  
writing throughout. 

Use the Get Writing! Books with the Storybooks as follows:

Get Writing!
Green Book 1
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Phonics

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472

Phonics

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Writing activities 
for Set 4 Orange 
Storybooks 1–12  
and Non-fiction Books

Read Write IncRead Write Inc

Name: 

3
Read Write Inc. Phonics Get Writing! 
Orange Book: 
Pack of 10
ISBN 978-0-19-837410-7

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books 1–10 Red Ditty Books 1–10 

Get Writing! Green Book Set 1 Green Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Purple Book Set 2 Purple Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Pink Book Set 3 Pink Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Orange Book Set 4 Orange Storybooks 1–12 

Get Writing! Yellow Book Set 5 Yellow Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Blue Book Set 6 Blue Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Grey Book Set 7 Grey Storybooks 1–13 

Get Writing!
Orange Book 

Not to be photocopied 

Get Writing!
Orange Book 

Read Write Inc. Phonics is an engaging programme that raises 
standards in children’s reading and writing. It weaves word 
reading with comprehension, and writing with grammar, 
vocabulary, spelling and handwriting.

The Get Writing! Books contain a wide range of writing activities 
which are closely linked to the Storybooks and Non-!ction Books. 
Detailed lesson plans for these writing activities are provided in 
Read Write Inc. Phonics Handbook 1 and online. 

This fully updated writing book includes: 

  Composition activities based on oral rehearsal and role play

  Step-by-step progression – from writing simple sentences  
to extended texts

  Grammar and spelling activities with meaningful contexts,  
matched to the 2014 National Curriculum  

 ‘ Check’ boxes which prompt children to review their  
writing throughout. 

Use the Get Writing! Books with the Storybooks as follows:

837410_GW_BK4_CVR.indd   All Pages 18/02/2016   11:16

Get Writing!
Green Book 1

2

Phonics

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472

Phonics

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Writing activities 
for Set 5 Yellow 
Storybooks 1–10  
and Non-fiction Books

Read Write IncRead Write Inc

Name: 

3
Read Write Inc. Phonics Get Writing! 
Yellow Book: 
Pack of 10
ISBN 978-0-19-837412-1 

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books 1–10 Red Ditty Books 1–10 

Get Writing! Green Book Set 1 Green Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Purple Book Set 2 Purple Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Pink Book Set 3 Pink Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Orange Book Set 4 Orange Storybooks 1–12 

Get Writing! Yellow Book Set 5 Yellow Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Blue Book Set 6 Blue Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Grey Book Set 7 Grey Storybooks 1–13 

Get Writing!
Yellow Book 
Read Write Inc. Phonics is an engaging programme that raises 
standards in children’s reading and writing. It weaves word 
reading with comprehension, and writing with grammar, 
vocabulary, spelling and handwriting.

The Get Writing! Books contain a wide range of writing activities 
which are closely linked to the Storybooks and Non-!ction Books. 
Detailed lesson plans for these writing activities are provided in 
Read Write Inc. Phonics Handbook 2 and online. 

This fully updated writing book includes: 

  Composition activities based on oral rehearsal and role play

  Step-by-step progression – from writing simple sentences  
to extended texts

  Grammar and spelling activities with meaningful contexts,  
matched to the 2014 National Curriculum  

 ‘ Check’ boxes which prompt children to review their  
writing throughout

 Activities for systematically developing vocabulary. 

Use the Get Writing! Books with the Storybooks as follows:

Get Writing!
Yellow Book 

Not to be photocopied 

837412_GW_BK5_CVR.indd   All Pages 18/02/2016   11:16

Get Writing!
Green Book 1

2

Phonics

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472

Phonics

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Writing activities  
for Set 6 Blue 
Storybooks 1–10  
and Non-fiction Books

Read Write IncRead Write Inc

Name: 

3
Read Write Inc. Phonics Get Writing! 
Blue Book: 
Pack of 10
ISBN 978-0-19-837414-5 

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books 1–10 Red Ditty Books 1–10 

Get Writing! Green Book Set 1 Green Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Purple Book Set 2 Purple Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Pink Book Set 3 Pink Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Orange Book Set 4 Orange Storybooks 1–12 

Get Writing! Yellow Book Set 5 Yellow Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Blue Book Set 6 Blue Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Grey Book Set 7 Grey Storybooks 1–13 

Get Writing!
Blue Book

Not to be photocopied 

Read Write Inc. Phonics is an engaging programme that raises 
standards in children’s reading and writing. It weaves word 
reading with comprehension, and writing with grammar, 
vocabulary, spelling and handwriting.

The Get Writing! Books contain a wide range of writing activities 
which are closely linked to the Storybooks and Non-!ction Books. 
Detailed lesson plans for these writing activities are provided in 
Read Write Inc. Phonics Handbook 2 and online. 

This fully updated writing book includes: 

  Composition activities based on oral rehearsal and role play

  Step-by-step progression – from writing simple sentences  
to extended texts

  Grammar and spelling activities with meaningful contexts,  
matched to the 2014 National Curriculum  

 ‘ Check’ boxes which prompt children to review their  
writing throughout

 Activities for systematically developing vocabulary. 

Use the Get Writing! Books with the Storybooks as follows:

Get Writing!
Blue Book

837414_GW_BK6_CVR.indd   All Pages 18/02/2016   11:17

Read Write Inc. Phonics is an engaging programme that raises 
standards in children’s reading and writing. It weaves word 
reading with comprehension, and writing with grammar, 
vocabulary, spelling and handwriting.

The Get Writing! Books contain a wide range of writing activities 
which are closely linked to the Storybooks and Non-!ction Books. 
Detailed lesson plans for these writing activities are provided in 
Read Write Inc. Phonics Handbook 2 and online. 

This fully updated writing book includes: 

  Composition activities based on oral rehearsal and role play

  Step-by-step progression – from writing simple sentences  
to extended texts

  Grammar and spelling activities with meaningful contexts,  
matched to the 2014 National Curriculum  

 ‘ Check’ boxes which prompt children to review their  
writing throughout

 Activities for systematically developing vocabulary. 

Use the Get Writing! Books with the Storybooks as follows:

Get Writing!
Green Book 1

2

Phonics

How to get in touch:

web www.oxfordprimary.co.uk

email primary.enquiries@oup.com

tel. +44 (0) 1536 452610

 fax +44 (0) 1865 313472

Phonics

Series developed by Ruth Miskin

Writing activities  
for Set 7 Grey 
Storybooks 1–13  
and Non-fiction Books

Read Write IncRead Write Inc

Name: 

3
Read Write Inc. Phonics Get Writing! 
Grey Book: 
Pack of 10
ISBN 978-0-19-837416-9 

Get Writing! Red Ditty Books 1–10 Red Ditty Books 1–10 

Get Writing! Green Book Set 1 Green Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Purple Book Set 2 Purple Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Pink Book Set 3 Pink Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Orange Book Set 4 Orange Storybooks 1–12 

Get Writing! Yellow Book Set 5 Yellow Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Blue Book Set 6 Blue Storybooks 1–10 

Get Writing! Grey Book Set 7 Grey Storybooks 1–13 

Get Writing!
Grey Book 

Not to be photocopied 

Get Writing!
Grey Book 

Read Write Inc. Phonics is an engaging programme that raises 
standards in children’s reading and writing. It weaves word 
reading with comprehension, and writing with grammar, 
vocabulary, spelling and handwriting.

The Get Writing! Books contain a wide range of writing activities 
which are closely linked to the Storybooks and Non-!ction Books. 
Detailed lesson plans for these writing activities are provided in 
Read Write Inc. Phonics Handbook 2 and online. 

This fully updated writing book includes: 

  Composition activities based on oral rehearsal and role play

  Step-by-step progression – from writing simple sentences  
to extended texts

  Grammar and spelling activities with meaningful contexts,  
matched to the 2014 National Curriculum  

 ‘ Check’ boxes which prompt children to review their  
writing throughout

 Activities for systematically developing vocabulary. 

Use the Get Writing! Books with the Storybooks as follows:

837416_GW_BK7_CVR.indd   All Pages 18/02/2016   11:18



What is phonics?
Sounds

Graphemes



English alphabetic code
• 44 sounds
• 26 letters
• Over 150+ graphemes (letter combinations)

• One of the most complex alphabetic codes 
in the world.



Pure Sounds (ruthmiskin.com)



Name the pictures



Set 1 speed sounds
You will receive your own set of speed sound cards.
Each sound is drawn in the shape of a picture.

1. Ask your child to say the name of the picture. E.g. 
a-a-apple, sssssnake, getting quicker each time.

2. Say the sound hidden behind the picture. E.g. the 
‘s’ is behind the snake.

3. Help your child say the sounds on the letter side, 
getting quicker each time. Turn back to the picture 
side if they forget. When your child can say the 
sounds without looking at the picture, increase the 
speed.



Teaching letter formation



Sounds + blending = reading 

+



Fred



Fred Talk routine
1. Say the word in sounds as Fred e.g. c-a-t.
2. Ask your child to repeat. Can they ‘jump-in’ 

with the whole word?
3. Say the word in sounds followed by the 

whole word e.g. c-a-t, cat
4. Ask your child to repeat



Fred games and Fred talk throughout 
the day
• Shall we have some

• What would you like to

• Let’s put on your

l -u -n -ch?

p -l -ay?

c-oa -t .



Reading with Fred Talk



What can I do?
1. Use pure sounds, not letter names
2. Use Fred Talk to read and spell words
3. Listen to your child read their Storybook 

every day
4. Read stories to your child every day



What makes children happy?
• Read for fun on most days 
• Share meal times and talk together
• Cut down on TV viewing 
• Do things together  – visit local places: farms, parks, 

museums
• Teach their children new skills and knowledge -

cooking, drawing, music, sport
• Listen to each other

•



Repeated readings
Again! Again!
• Children are wired to thrive on repetition



Storytimes



What can I do?
• 1. Read the same stories aloud again and 

again
• 2. Read with enthusiasm – love each story
• 3. Use a range of vocabulary with your child



Homework
• Homework books and sound cards will be sent home on a 

Friday. The new sounds that have been taught that week will 
be stuck into your child’s homework . (5 each week)

• Please return your child’s homework book every THURSDAY so 
that the new sounds can be added.

• Speed sound cards can be kept at home during the week to 
practice with.  Please return them on a THURSDAY so that the 
new sounds can be added.

• Reading/blending books will be sent out in due course.



What can I do?
You can help by encouraging your child to:
• Dress and undress themselves
• Go to the toilet themselves
• Wash and dry their hands after the toilet
• Use a knife  and fork
• Fasten their shoes
• Tidy up their toys
• Say please and thank you
• Recognise their own name
• Sing some nursery rhymes
• Count objects to 5. 
• Use their fine and gross motor skills
• Foster a willingness to try!



Free Video Tutorials (ruthmiskin.com)



Online resources available
• Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:
• http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/

• Ruth Miskin Facebook:
• https://www.facebook.com/miskin.educati

on

• Free e-books for home reading:
• http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/

http://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/parents/
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education
http://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/Reading/


Mathematics
• Bigger emphasis on numbers 1-10, 

understanding how to count and compare 
quantities and the composition of each 
number.
• It may seem very basic and all we are doing 

is playing.
• Children need a deep understanding of 

numbers to help them with more complex 
numbers as they get older.



Counting
• Many children can say the numbers in order, 

but do they understand what this means?
• Children have the opportunity to count real 

objects and explore what these numbers really 
mean.
• The handling and counting of physical objects 

is crucial to understanding the value of these 
numbers. Through play and games we support 
children in handling quantities 1-10.



Counting principles
• One- one. Count each object once.
• Stable order. Say the numbers in the correct 

order.
• Cardinality. The last number tells us how 

many.
• Conservation- The number doesn't change 

even if we move them.
• Abstraction. Anything can be counted.





Patterns and relationships
• It is important that children have a deep 

understanding of the composition of 
numbers 1-10. 
• Our whole number system is designed 

around the number 10. 

• Children might be able to count beyond 10 
but need help in understanding the 
meaning of these numbers. 



Subitise
• See number patterns without counting. 
• How many do you see?







5 and 10 frames
• We use 5 frames to represent number and 

show children how they relate to 
benchmarks , such as 5/10. 

• They start to see patterns and it helps them 
work out more complex calculations. 



Resources
• Early Number sense – YouTube
• 1 minute maths app
• Busy Things
• Jack Hartman – YouTube
• NECTM



• Photographs.
• Observations.
• Fun activities.
• Home observations.



General information
• All children are encouraged to wear school 

uniform. Please ensure everything is clearly 
named.

• Appropriate clothing must be worn at all times 
as the children go outside in all weathers.
- Warm coat, hat, scarf, gloves in winter.
- Sun hat, sunglasses and sun cream in summer.

• As part of the curriculum the children will be 
encouraged to take part in a variety of messy 
activities to enable them to have a wide variety 
of learning experiences.



PE
• PE Kit – White T-Shirt, Red Shorts, Plimsolls 

(optional) – ALL NAMED.

• PE Kits are sent home every half term to be 
washed. Please return to school on the first day 
back.

• This term we have PE on a Tuesday and Friday.

• Children are encouraged to dress and undress 
themselves.



And finally...
If you have any worries or concerns please 

come in and see Mrs McDonald or Mrs 
Anderson and we will do our best to help 

you J

Thank you for coming…
Do you have any questions ?


