
 



Literacy 

Nursery 
Key know

ledge and skills 
Vocab 

Opportunities and experiences 
Developm

ent M
atters/ELG links 

To understand: 
• 

print has m
eaning  

• 
print can have different 
purposes  

• 
w

e read left to right, top to 
bottom

 
• 

nam
es of different parts of a 

book 
• 

page sequencing. 
 To hear rhym

es. 
 To clap syllables in a w

ord. 
 To hear w

ords w
ith the sam

e initial 
sound. 
 Talk about stories learning new

 vocab. 
 Use som

e of their print and letter 
know

ledge in early w
riting.  

 W
rite som

e or all of their nam
e. 

 W
rite som

e letters accurately. 

Page 
Print 
Author 
Illustrator 
Cover 
W

ords 
Spaces 
Capital letter 
Full stop 
Rhym

e 
Song 
Sound 
Phonics 
Letter 
W

riting 
Up  
Dow

n 
Round  
Back 

W
hen reading to children, talk 

about different parts of a book, 
show

 children how
 to handle 

books and turn the pages, w
here 

the text is and how
 w

e read, left to 
right, top to bottom

. 
 Show

 children capital letters, full 
stops and finger spaces in books. 
 Look at different signs and logos. 
 Help children to tune into different 
sounds and w

ords by singing and 
changing nursery rhym

es and 
songs. 
 M

iss out w
ords in a rhym

e for 
children to join in. 
 Fred talk. 
RW

I phonics and early reading. 
Use m

agnetic letters to create 
rhym

ing w
ords. 

 Share books to develop children’s 
enjoym

ent including sim
ple picture 

books w
ith no text. 

 W
riting experiences throughout 

the setting, blackboards, chalk, 
note pads, clip boards, w

riting 
fram

es etc. 
 

3 &
 4 year olds w

ill be learning to: 
• Understand the five key concepts about print: - print has 
m

eaning - the nam
es of the different parts of a book - print 

can have different purposes - page sequencing - w
e read 

English text from
 left to right and from

 top to bottom
  

• Develop their phonological aw
areness, so that they can: - 

spot and suggest rhym
es - count or clap syllables in a w

ord - 
recognise w

ords w
ith the sam

e initial sound, such as m
oney 

and m
other  

• Engage in extended conversations about stories, learning 
new

 vocabulary.  
• Use som

e of their print and letter know
ledge in their early 

w
riting. For exam

ple: w
riting a pretend shopping list that 

starts at the top of the page; w
rite ‘m

’ for m
um

m
y.  

• W
rite som

e or all of their nam
e.  

• W
rite som

e letters accurately. 



Reception 
Key know

ledge and skills 
Vocab 

Opportunities and experiences 
Developm

ent M
atters/ELG links 

To read single letter sounds. 
 To read CVC w

ords by blending. 
 To read 10 special friends (digraphs) 
 To read w

ords including digraphs. 
 Read a few

 com
m

on exception w
ords. 

 Read sim
ple sentences. 

 To re- read books to build confidence, 
fluency, understanding and enjoym

ent. 
 To form

 low
er case and capital letters 

correctly. 
Control the size of w

riting. 
 To spell CVC and com

m
on exception 

w
ords. 

 To w
rite sim

ple sentences using capital 
letters, full stops and finger spaces. 
 Read w

hat they have w
ritten to check 

if it m
akes sense. 

 Retell stories in their ow
n w

ords and 
using new

 vocabulary. 
 To answ

er ‘w
hy’ and ‘how

’ questions 
about a book. 
  

Build on Nursery Vocab. 
 Blend 
Segm

ent 
Sounds 
Digraphs 
Special friends 
Sentence 
Low

er case 
Capital letter 
 O

nce upon a tim
e 

 Full stop  
Finger space 
 List 
Story 
Label 
 Alphabet 
  

RW
I phonics. 

 Fred talk gam
es and activities. 

 Reading green w
ords. 

. 
 Read red w

ords. 
 Listen to children read aloud 
ensure books m

atch their phonic 
know

ledge. 
 Book bag books, to take hom

e. 
 RW

I letter form
ation. 

 Fred finger spelling. 
 Hold a sentence activities. 
 O

pportunities to talk about their 
w

riting. 
 To talk about stories, read 
Favourite Five stories using new

 
vocabulary. 
 To talk about the characters, 
events and settings in a story and 
predict w

hat m
ight happen. 

Children in reception w
ill be learning to: 

• Read individual letters by saying the sounds for them
.  

• Blend sounds into w
ords, so that they can read short 

w
ords m

ade up of know
n letter-sound correspondences.  

• Read som
e letter groups that each represent one sound 

and say sounds for them
.  

• Read a few
 com

m
on exception w

ords m
atched to the 

school’s phonic program
m

e.  
• Read sim

ple phrases and sentences m
ade up of w

ords 
w

ith know
n letter–sound correspondences and, w

here 
necessary, a few

 exception w
ords.  

• Re-read these books to build up their confidence in w
ord 

reading, their fluency and their understanding and 
enjoym

ent.  
• Form

 low
er-case and capital letters correctly.  

• Spell w
ords by identifying the sounds and then w

riting the 
sound w

ith letter/s.  
• W

rite short sentences w
ith w

ords w
ith know

n letter-
sound correspondences using a capital letter and full stop.  
• Re-read w

hat they have w
ritten to check that it m

akes 
sense. 
 ELG: Com

prehension 
Children at the expected level of developm

ent w
ill: 

• Dem
onstrate understanding of w

hat has been read to 
them

 by retelling stories and narratives using their ow
n 

w
ords and recently introduced vocabulary.  

• Anticipate (w
here appropriate) key events in stories.  

• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary 
during discussions about stories, nonfiction, rhym

es and 
poem

s and during role play. 
  ELG: W

ord Reading 
Children at the expected level of developm

ent w
ill: 



• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 
digraphs.  
• Read w

ords consistent w
ith their phonic know

ledge by 
sound-blending.  
• Read aloud sim

ple sentences and books that are 
consistent w

ith their phonic know
ledge, including som

e 
com

m
on exception w

ords. 
   ELG: w

riting 
Children at the expected level of developm

ent w
ill: 

• W
rite recognisable letters, m

ost of w
hich are correctly 

form
ed.  

• Spell w
ords by identifying sounds in them

 and 
representing the sounds w

ith a letter or letters.  
• W

rite sim
ple phrases and sentences that can be read by 

others. 
 



Com
m

unication and Language 

Nursery 
Key know

ledge and skills 
Vocab 

Opportunities and experiences 
Developm

ent M
atters/ELG links 

To develop a love of reading. 
 To give attention w

hen asked. 
 To know

 and use the vocabulary  
they hear.  
 To understand a tw

o-part question 
or instruction. 
 To understand ‘w

hy’ questions. 
 Sing 2 N

ursery rhym
es, 1 num

ber 
rhym

e and 2 seasonal songs each 
half term

. 
 To com

m
unicate using correct 

tenses, plurals and sounds. 
 To talk in sentences using joining 
w

ords. 
 To use longer sentences of four to 
six w

ords. 
 To start and continue a conversation 
w

ith an adult or friend. 
  

See w
eekly planning 

for targeted 
vocabulary 
developm

ent. 

Tim
etable at least one story tim

e a 
day. Share books though out the 
session. 
Support children to sw

itch their 
attention. (Saying the childs nam

e) 
 Explain new

 w
ords and concepts to 

the children and ensure children 
understand w

hat they m
ean. 

 Provide a rich language environm
ent 

and high quality picture books. 
 O

ffer lots of interesting things to 
investigate w

hich encourage them
 to 

ask questions. 
 Talk through stories (RW

I) 
 Listen to Favourite 5 story books and 
encourage children to retell stories. 
 Give opportunities to sing a range of 
N

ursery rhym
es and songs. 

 M
odel correct pronunciation of w

ords 
and sounds. 
 

3 &
 4 year olds w

ill be learning to: 
Enjoy listening to longer stories and can rem

em
ber m

uch of 
w

hat happens. 
 Can find it difficult to pay attention to m

ore than one thing 
at a tim

e. 
 U

se a w
ider range of vocabulary.  

U
nderstand a question or instruction that has tw

o parts, 
such as “G

et your coat and w
ait at the door”.  

U
nderstand ‘w

hy’ questions, like: “W
hy do you think the 

caterpillar got so fat?”   
Sing a large repertoire of songs. 
Know

 m
any rhym

es, be able to talk about fam
iliar books, 

and be able to tell a long story.  
D

evelop their com
m

unication, but m
ay continue to have 

problem
s w

ith irregular tenses and plurals, such as ‘runned’ 
for ‘ran’, ‘sw

im
m

ed’ for ‘sw
am

’.  
M

ay have problem
s saying: - som

e sounds: r, j, th, ch, and 
sh - m

ultisyllabic w
ords such as ‘pterodactyl’, ‘planetarium

’ 
or ‘hippopotam

us’  
U

se longer sentences of four to six w
ords.  

Be able to express a point of view
 and to debate w

hen they 
disagree w

ith an adult or a friend, using w
ords as w

ell as 
actions.  
Can start a conversation w

ith an adult or a friend and 
continue it for m

any turns.  
U

se talk to organise them
selves and their play: “Let’s go on 

a bus... you sit there... I’ll be the driver.” 
    



Expand on children phrases adding 
language and new

 ideas. 
Reception 

Key know
ledge and skills 

Vocab 
Opportunities and experiences 

Developm
ent M

atters/ELG links 
To understand how

 to listen 
carefully and w

hy it is im
portant. 

 To know
 and use the vocabulary  

they hear in different contexts. 
 To ask and answ

er w
ho, w

here, 
w

hen, w
hy and how

 questions. 
 To articulate ideas and thoughts in 
w

ell-form
ed sentences. 

 Describe events in detail. 
 To talk about a problem

 and com
e 

up w
ith ideas for how

 to solve it. 
 To use social phrases. 
 To develop a love of reading. 
 To listen to and talk about stories. 
 To identify characters, setting and 
plot in a story. 
 To retell fam

iliar stories in ow
n 

w
ords or using repeated w

ords and 
phrases. 

See w
eekly planning 

for targeted 
vocabulary 
developm

ent. 
 Before 
After 
First 
Then 
 So that 
Because 
I think 
You could 
It m

ight be 
 And 
because 

M
odel active listening skills. (look at 

the speaker, be quiet) 
U

se ‘team
 stop’ hand signal. 

U
se pictures, photos and real objects 

to prom
ote discussion and ask 

questions. 
Think out loud and ask questions to 
check understanding. 
U

se com
plete sentences in everyday 

talk. Help children build sentences 
using new

 vocabulary by rephrasing 
w

hat they say.  N
arrate actions. 

U
se sequencing w

ords, before, after, 
first, then. 
U

se problem
 solving w

ords, so that, 
because, I think, you could, it m

ight 
be. 
M

odel talk routines throughout the 
day, Good m

orning, how
 are you? 

Daily story tim
e, Favourite five, pie 

Corbett reading spine stories, 
Helicopter stories, Talk through stories 
(RW

I) Indoor and outdoor reading 
areas, library books for children to 
take hom

e.  
Different types of texts available, 
fiction, non-fiction, m

agazines, etc. 
Support parents in reading and phonic 
activities that they can do at hom

e. 

Children in reception w
ill be learning to: 

U
nderstand how

 to listen carefully and w
hy listening is 

im
portant.  

Learn new
 vocabulary.  

U
se new

 vocabulary through the day.  
A

sk questions to find out m
ore and to check they 

understand w
hat has been said to them

.  
 A

rticulate their ideas and thoughts in w
ell-form

ed 
sentences.  
 Connect one idea or action to another using a range of 
connectives.  
 D

escribe events in som
e detail.  

 U
se talk to help w

ork out problem
s and organise thinking 

and activities explain how
 things w

ork and w
hy they m

ight 
happen.  
 D

evelop social phrases.  
 Engage in story tim

es.  
 Listen to and talk about stories to build fam

iliarity and 
understanding.  
 Retell the story, once they have developed a deep 
fam

iliarity w
ith the text; som

e as exact repetition and som
e 

in their ow
n w

ords.  
 U

se new
 vocabulary in different contexts.  

 Listen carefully to rhym
es and songs, paying attention to 

how
 they sound.  

 Learn rhym
es, poem

s and songs.  
 Engage in non-fiction books.  
 Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to develop a 
deep fam

iliarity w
ith new

 know
ledge and vocabulary. 

 ELG: Listening, Attention &
 Understanding 

Children at the expected level of developm
ent w

ill: 



 Listen to and learn rhym
es poem

s 
and songs. 
 To enjoy a range of non-fiction 
books. (linked to topic) 

Read to children daily show
ing 

enjoym
ent. Com

m
ent on the story. 

 

• Listen attentively and respond to w
hat they hear w

ith 
relevant questions, com

m
ents and actions w

hen being read 
to and during w

hole class discussions and sm
all group 

interactions.  
• M

ake com
m

ents about w
hat they have heard and ask 

questions to clarify their understanding.  
• H

old conversation w
hen engaged in back-and-forth 

exchanges w
ith their teacher and peers. 

 ELG: Speaking 
Children at the expected level of developm

ent w
ill: 

• Participate in sm
all group, class and one-to-one 

discussions, offering their ow
n ideas, using recently 

introduced vocabulary.  
• O

ffer explanations for w
hy things m

ight happen, m
aking 

use of recently introduced vocabulary from
 stories, 

nonfiction, rhym
es and poem

s w
hen appropriate.  

• Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences 
using full sentences, including use of past, present and 
future tenses and m

aking use of conjunctions, w
ith 

m
odelling and support from

 their teacher. 
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The Reception texts build on the N
ursery selection. They still m

ainly use patterned language, but begin to have a stronger em
otional connection with the reader. There is also plenty to discuss and to 

wonder about. M
any of them

 lend them
selves to retelling and creating new versions or further adventures featuring the sam

e characters. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 1 or 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These 
stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 
  

Reception English M
edium

 Term
 Plan  

 
English Texts 

English in the provision 
Expectations  

Autumn 1 

    
                     

 
  

 
• 

Colour m
onster/ Colour m

e H
appy 

• 
O

ur Class is a fam
ily 

• 
The Little Red H

en 
• 

Farm
er D

uck (Pie Corbett) 
• 

Rosie’s walk (Pie Corbett) 
• 

Room
 on the Broom

 
• 

H
arvest Festival (non-fiction) 

 
Read and retell again and again. 
Be fam

iliar with conventions of books, such as cover, 
author, page-turning, as well as term

s such as, word, 
letter, full stop/capital letter, title, story etc. D

rew 
the distinction between the person who wrote the book 
and the artist. 
Look at cover, what do we think is going to happen? 
A

ct out stories. 
D

raw story m
aps. 

D
escribe characters. 

Create new versions of stories. 
Build sentences orally. 
M

ark m
aking using phonic skills. initial letters. 

W
rite lists. 

   

W
eekly H

elicopter stories, children use 
im

agination to tell their own stories and 
act them

 out together as a class. 
 RW

I phonics. 
 D

ough D
isco. 

 Squiggle into a writer. 
 N

ursery Rhym
es. 

 Linked stories throughout the 
provision. 
 

 Enjoy listening to longer stories and can 
rem

em
ber m

uch of w
hat happens.  

Can use sentences of four to six w
ords.  

Can use sentences joined up w
ith w

ords like 
‘because’, ‘or’, ‘and’?  
  Learning new

 vocabulary. 
Develop their phonological aw

areness, so that 
they can: - recognise w

ords w
ith the sam

e 
initial sound, such as m

oney and m
other. 

W
rite som

e or all of their nam
e. 

W
rite som

e letters accurately. 
     

 

A
utum

n 1 Favourite 5 
The Gruffalo  (Pie Corbett) (Build on from

 N
ursery and followed up in Year 2) 

Farm
er D

uck (Build on from
 N

ursery) 
W

ashing Line 
Rosie’s W

alk 
The Scarecrow’s W

edding (Build on from
 N

ursery Favourite 5 and prepares for Year 2 talk 
through stories) 

A
utum

n 1 T
alk through stories 

Room
 on the broom

(Build on from
 N

ursery) 



The Reception texts build on the N
ursery selection. They still m

ainly use patterned language, but begin to have a stronger em
otional connection with the reader. There is also plenty to discuss and to 

wonder about. M
any of them

 lend them
selves to retelling and creating new versions or further adventures featuring the sam

e characters. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 1 or 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These 
stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 
  

Autumn 2 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

    

 

• 
Sparks in the sky 

• 
Leaf m

an 
• 

O
wl Babies (Pie Corbett) 

• 
Kindness Elves 

• 
Christm

as Story 
 Read and retell again and again. 
A

ct out. 
D

raw story m
aps. 

D
escribe characters. 

Create new versions. 
Build sentences orally. 
Initial letters and CVC word writing. 
Christm

as Lists. 
Story sequencing. 
W

riting letters to Santa. 
Begin to build sim

ple sentences. 
  

W
eekly H

elicopter stories, children use 
im

agination to tell their own stories and 
act them

 out together as a class, build 
no new vocabulary learned in class. 
 RW

I phonics. 
 D

ough D
isco. 

 Squiggle into a writer. 
 N

ursery Rhym
es. 

 Linked stories throughout the 
provision. 
 

U
nderstand how

 to listen carefully and w
hy listening 

is im
portant. 

Engage in story tim
es. 

Listen carefully to rhym
es and songs, paying 

attention to how
 they sound. 

Learn rhym
es, poem

s and songs. 
 Describe events in som

e detail. 
Develop social phrases. 
Learn and use new

 vocabulary through the day. 
Connect one idea or action to another using a range 
of connectives. 
 Listen to and talk about stories to build fam

iliarity 
and understanding. 
 Retell the story, once they have developed a deep 
fam

iliarity w
ith the text; som

e as exact repetition 
and som

e in their ow
n w

ords.  
 Read individual letters by saying the sounds for 
them

.  
O

rally blend sounds into w
ords. (Fred talk) 

Form
 low

er-case letters correctly. 
W

rite their full nam
e. 

 

A
utum

n 2 Favourite 5 
O

wl Babies (Prepares for Year 2 Talk through stories) 
Gruffalo’s Child 
Stickm

an (Prepares for Year 1 Favourite 5 and talk through stories) 
Kipper’s Birthday 
W

e’re going on a leaf hunt 
 

A
utum

n 2 T
alk through stories 

I’m
 in Charge 



The Reception texts build on the N
ursery selection. They still m

ainly use patterned language, but begin to have a stronger em
otional connection with the reader. There is also plenty to discuss and to 

wonder about. M
any of them

 lend them
selves to retelling and creating new versions or further adventures featuring the sam

e characters. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 1 or 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These 
stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 
  

Spring 1 

           
            

     

• 
Sneezy the Snowm

an 
• 

W
hatever N

ext (Pie Corbett) 
• 

The Great Race 
• 

Lost and Found (prepares for Year 2) 
• 

Goodnight M
oon (Pie Corbett) 

 Read and retell again and again. 
A

ct out. 
D

raw story m
aps. 

D
escribe characters. 

Create new versions. 
CVC word building. 
Build sentences orally and in writing. 
Story sequencing. 
List writing. 
 

W
eekly H

elicopter stories, children use 
im

agination to tell their own stories and 
act them

 out together as a class, build 
no new vocabulary learned in class. 
 RW

I phonics. 
 D

ough D
isco. 

 Squiggle into a writer. 
 N

ursery Rhym
es. 

 Linked stories throughout the 
provision. 
 

Listen to and talk about stories to build 
fam

iliarity and understanding. 
Ask questions to find out m

ore and to check 
they understand w

hat has been said to them
. 

Articulate their ideas and thoughts in w
ell-

form
ed sentences. 

U
se new

 vocabulary in different contexts. 
 Blend sounds into w

ords, so that they can read 
short w

ords m
ade up of know

n letter-sound 
correspondences.  
Read som

e letter groups that each represent 
one sound and say sounds for them

.  
 Spell w

ords by identifying the sounds and then 
w

riting the sound w
ith letter/s.  

 

 

Spring 1 Favourite 5 
A

liens Love U
nderpants (prepares for Year 2 Talk through stories) 

Sneezy the Snowm
an 

Lost and Found (Prepares for Year 2 Talk through stories) 
Can’t You Sleep Little Bear (Prepares for Year 2 Talk through 
stories) 
Goodnight M

oon 

Spring 1 Talk through stories 
O

ne Snowy N
ight (Builds on from

 N
ursery) 



The Reception texts build on the N
ursery selection. They still m

ainly use patterned language, but begin to have a stronger em
otional connection with the reader. There is also plenty to discuss and to 

wonder about. M
any of them

 lend them
selves to retelling and creating new versions or further adventures featuring the sam

e characters. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 1 or 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These 
stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 
  

Spring 2 

        
       

     

• 
M

r W
olf’s Pancakes 

• 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

• 
Jack and the Beanstalk 

• 
The Gingerbread M

an 
• 

The Easter Story 
 Read and retell again and again. 
A

ct out. 
D

raw story m
aps. 

D
escribe characters. 

Create new versions. 
CVC word building. 
Build sentences orally and in writing. 
Retelling stories in writing. 
Story sequencing. 
List/ recipe writing. 
Instruction writing. 
 

W
eekly H

elicopter stories, children use 
im

agination to tell their own stories and 
act them

 out together as a class, build 
no new vocabulary learned in class. 
 RW

I phonics. 
 D

ough D
isco. 

 Squiggle into a writer. 
 N

ursery Rhym
es. 

 Linked stories throughout the 
provision. 
 

Retell the story, once they have developed a 
deep fam

iliarity w
ith the text, som

e as exact 
repetition and som

e in their ow
n w

ords. 
Engage in non-fiction books. 
Listen to and talk about selected non-fiction to 
develop a deep fam

iliarity w
ith new

 know
ledge 

and vocabulary. 
U

se talk to help w
ork out problem

s and 
organise thinking and activities, and to explain 
how

 things w
ork and w

hy they m
ight happen. 

Re-read these books to build up their 
confidence in w

ord reading, their fluency and 
their understanding and enjoym

ent. 
 Read a few

 com
m

on exception w
ords m

atched 
to the school’s phonic program

m
e.  

Read sim
ple phrases and sentences m

ade up of 
w

ords w
ith know

n letter–sound 
correspondences and, w

here necessary, a few
 

exception w
ords. 

Form
 capital letters correctly.  

W
rite short sentences w

ith w
ords w

ith know
n 

letter-sound correspondences using a capital 
letter and full stop.  
Re-read w

hat they have w
ritten to check that it 

m
akes sense. 

 

Spring 2 Favourite 5 
M

r W
olf’s Pancakes 

O
n the way hom

e (Pie Corbett) (Prepares for Year 1 Talk through 
stories) 
Jaspers beanstalk (Built on from

 N
ursery, prepares for Year 1) 

Jack and the Beanstalk 
The Gingerbread M

an (Built on from
 N

ursery) 

Spring 2 Talk through stories 
Five M

inutes Peace 



The Reception texts build on the N
ursery selection. They still m

ainly use patterned language, but begin to have a stronger em
otional connection with the reader. There is also plenty to discuss and to 

wonder about. M
any of them

 lend them
selves to retelling and creating new versions or further adventures featuring the sam

e characters. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 1 or 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These 
stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 
  

Summer 1 

    

 

• 
M

rs A
rm

itage on wheels (Pie Corbett) 
• 

M
onkey Puzzle 

• 
O

i Frog! 
• 

Superworm
  

• 
Seed to Sunflower (non-fiction) 

 Read and retell  stories again and again. 
A

ct out and perform
 stories. 

Identify rhym
ing words. 

D
raw story m

aps. 
Label pictures. 
D

escribe characters. 
Create new versions. 
CVC word building. 
Build sentences orally and in writing. 
Retelling stories in writing. 
Story sequencing. 
 

W
eekly H

elicopter stories, children use 
im

agination to tell their own stories and 
act them

 out together as a class, build 
no new vocabulary learned in class. 
 RW

I phonics/reading. 
 D

ough D
isco. 

 Squiggle into a writer. 
 N

ursery Rhym
es. 

 Linked stories throughout the 
provision. 
 

W
orking tow

ards ELG
 

Listening and Attention 
- Listen attentively and respond to w

hat they hear w
ith relevant 

questions, com
m

ents and actions w
hen being read to and during 

w
hole class discussions and sm

all group interactions;  
- M

ake com
m

ents about w
hat they have heard and ask questions 

to clarify their understanding;  
- Hold conversation w

hen engaged in back-and-forth exchanges 
w

ith their teacher and peers. 
Speaking 
-Participate in sm

all group, class and one-to-one discussions, 
offering their ow

n ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary;  
- O

ffer explanations for w
hy things m

ight happen, m
aking use of 

recently introduced vocabulary from
 stories, non-fiction, rhym

es 
and poem

s w
hen appropriate;  

- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full 
sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and 
m

aking use of conjunctions, w
ith m

odelling and support from
 their 

teacher. 
Com

prehension  
- Dem

onstrate understanding of w
hat has been read to them

 by 
retelling stories and narratives using their ow

n w
ords and recently 

introduced vocabulary;  
- Anticipate – w

here appropriate – key events in stories;  
- U

se and understand recently introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhym

es and poem
s and 

during role-play.  
W

ord Reading  
– Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 
digraphs; - Read w

ords consistent w
ith their phonic know

ledge by 
sound-blending;  
- Read aloud sim

ple sentences and books that are consistent w
ith 

their phonic know
ledge, including som

e com
m

on exception w
ords.  

W
riting  

- W
rite recognisable letters, m

ost of w
hich are correctly form

ed; - 
Spell w

ords by identifying sounds in them
 and representing the 

sounds w
ith a letter or letters;  

- W
rite sim

ple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 
 

 

Sum
m
er 1 Favourite 5 

Six Little Chicks 
O

i Frog! 
W

hat the ladybird heard 
The Very H

ungry Caterpillar(Built on from
 N

ursery) 
The Enorm

ous Turnip 

Sum
m
er 1 Talk through stories 

Zog (Prepares for Year 2) 



The Reception texts build on the N
ursery selection. They still m

ainly use patterned language, but begin to have a stronger em
otional connection with the reader. There is also plenty to discuss and to 

wonder about. M
any of them

 lend them
selves to retelling and creating new versions or further adventures featuring the sam

e characters. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 1 or 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These 
stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 
  

Summer 2 

 
  

• 
M

r Grum
py’s O

uting (Pie Corbett) 
• 

H
ow m

any legs? 
• 

M
y Granny is a Pirate 

• 
Pete the Cat 

• 
Six D

inner Sid (Pie Corbett) 
 Read and retell stories again and again. 
A

nswer questions about the texts. 
A

ct out and perform
 stories. 

D
raw story m

aps. 
Label pictures. 
D

escribe characters. 
Create new versions. 
Identify rhym

ing words. 
Build sentences orally and in writing. 
Retelling stories in writing. 
Story sequencing. 
 

W
eekly H

elicopter stories, children use 
im

agination to tell their own stories and 
act them

 out together as a class, build 
no new vocabulary learned in class. 
 RW

I phonics/reading. 
 D

ough D
isco. 

 Squiggle into a writer. 
 N

ursery Rhym
es. 

 Linked stories throughout the 
provision. 
 

ELG
 

Listening and Attention 
- Listen attentively and respond to w

hat they hear w
ith relevant 

questions, com
m

ents and actions w
hen being read to and during 

w
hole class discussions and sm

all group interactions;  
- M

ake com
m

ents about w
hat they have heard and ask questions 

to clarify their understanding;  
- Hold conversation w

hen engaged in back-and-forth exchanges 
w

ith their teacher and peers. 
Speaking 
-Participate in sm

all group, class and one-to-one discussions, 
offering their ow

n ideas, using recently introduced vocabulary;  
- O

ffer explanations for w
hy things m

ight happen, m
aking use of 

recently introduced vocabulary from
 stories, non-fiction, rhym

es 
and poem

s w
hen appropriate;  

- Express their ideas and feelings about their experiences using full 
sentences, including use of past, present and future tenses and 
m

aking use of conjunctions, w
ith m

odelling and support from
 their 

teacher. 
Com

prehension  
- Dem

onstrate understanding of w
hat has been read to them

 by 
retelling stories and narratives using their ow

n w
ords and recently 

introduced vocabulary;  
- Anticipate – w

here appropriate – key events in stories;  
- U

se and understand recently introduced vocabulary during 
discussions about stories, non-fiction, rhym

es and poem
s and 

during role-play.  
W

ord Reading  
– Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 
digraphs; - Read w

ords consistent w
ith their phonic know

ledge by 
sound-blending;  
- Read aloud sim

ple sentences and books that are consistent w
ith 

their phonic know
ledge, including som

e com
m

on exception w
ords.  

W
riting  

- W
rite recognisable letters, m

ost of w
hich are correctly form

ed; - 
Spell w

ords by identifying sounds in them
 and representing the 

sounds w
ith a letter or letters;  

- W
rite sim

ple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 
 

 

Sum
m
er 2 Favourite 5 

Six D
inner Sid 

H
anda’s Surprise (Pie Corbett) 

Pirates love U
nderpants 

Ten Little Pirates (Build on from
 N

ursery) 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

Sum
m
er 2 Talk through stories 

Tiddler (Build on from
 N

ursery) 
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The texts in Year 1 offer deeper exploration of em
otions and wonder. They are m

ainly rooted in the everyday crises of life. A
gain, m

ost of these books lend them
selves to setting up a variety of play situations, using toys, costum

es and 
puppets, but the children also need to be involved in careful reading of the books, paying close attention to the detail and entering im

agined worlds to experience the stories deeply, then talking it all through. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery and Reception texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These stories also ensure children 
are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

 
 

Year 1 English M
edium

 Term
 Plan  

 
English Texts 

Text Types Covered 
Expectations  

Autumn 1 

 

 
   

Funnybones (2 w
eeks) 

Predictions about w
ho m

ight live in the dark cellar. 
Creating new

 characters for the story. 
Descriptions/adjectives sentences. 
Design an outfit for the dog and the little skeleton. 
Speech bubbles 
Inform

ation booklets about m
y body  

Labelling parts of the body. 
Character profiles of them

selves - descriptions and 
adjectives 

Description 
Response 
Recount 
Speech 
Inform

ation 
Link to Foundation topic:  
M

y body 

W
orking tow

ards expectations for Autum
n Term

 
 VCP 

 com
poses phrases and sentences orally 

 speaks in sentences 
 show

s an aw
areness of how

 full stops are used in w
riting 

or reading 
 organises w

riting correctly (top to bottom
, left to right) 

 w
riting m

ay need som
e m

ediation 
 W

riting process 
 sequences short narratives orally and pictorially based 

on real and fictional experiences 
 says out loud w

hat is going to be w
ritten about 

 Spelling 
 vc w

ords 
 cvc w

ords (short and long vow
els) 

 w
ords w

ith adjacent consonants 
 som

e CEW
 / HFW

 
 w

ords ending ff ll ss zz ck 
 w

ords w
ith the /ng/ sound (n before k) 

 nam
es the letters of the alphabet in order 

 Handw
riting 

 sits correctly at the table and holds a pencil com
fortably 

and correctly 
 distinguishes betw

een low
er case letters and capital 

letters 

 
 

Avocado Baby (2 w
eeks) 

Starting w
ith discussion about babies and bring in an 

avocado for tasting. Enjoy the ridiculous hum
our and talk 

about being strong and w
eak.  M

ake predictions about 
w

hy the baby is so strong. 
Ask: W

hat do you think the baby w
ill do next? 

Design ow
n superfoods. 

Create new
 stories based on the sam

e idea featuring 
babies that w

ill eat only one food and gain a superpow
er, 

such as ‘Banana Baby’ that can fly. 
Descriptive language 
Labelling 
Adjectives 

Description 
Response 
Recount 
N

arrative 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
M

y body 

 

 

N
on Fiction – Autum

n (2 w
eek) 

Build on w
ork from

 Early Years. 
Signs of Autum

n, w
eather, anim

als, plants, trees. 

Inform
ation 

 Link to Foundation topic:  
Science - seasons 

 

Ideas for Autum
n 1 Favourite 5 

Class 2 at the zoo 
Ruby’s w

orry 
Conker the cham

eleon 
O

liver’s fruit salad 
Cheetah learns to play nicely 

Autum
n 1 Talk through stories 

Ruby’s W
orry 

There’s a snake in m
y shoe 

  



The texts in Year 1 offer deeper exploration of em
otions and wonder. They are m

ainly rooted in the everyday crises of life. A
gain, m

ost of these books lend them
selves to setting up a variety of play situations, using toys, costum

es and 
puppets, but the children also need to be involved in careful reading of the books, paying close attention to the detail and entering im

agined worlds to experience the stories deeply, then talking it all through. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery and Reception texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These stories also ensure children 
are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

Autumn 2 

 

 
 

Elm
er (2 w

eeks) 
After reading the book ask: W

hat is the best thing about Elm
er? 

W
hy is Elm

er feeling w
orried? W

ere the anim
als really laughing 

because he w
as different? In w

hat w
ay w

as Elm
er different? How

 
do w

e feel different?  
Draw

 outline of large elephants and design a m
ulti-coloured 

patchw
ork Elm

er. 
Descriptions/adjectives sentences. 
Character profiles of them

selves - descriptions and adjective. 
  

Description 
Response 
Recount  
 Link to Foundation topic:  
Colour Creations 

Expectations for Autum
n Term

 
 VCP 

 com
poses phrases and sentences orally 

 speaks in sentences 
 show

s an aw
areness of how

 full stops are used in w
riting 

or reading 
 organises w

riting correctly (top to bottom
, left to right) 

 w
riting m

ay need som
e m

ediation 
 W

riting process 
 sequences short narratives orally and pictorially based 

on real and fictional experiences 
 says out loud w

hat is going to be w
ritten about 

 Spelling 
 vc w

ords 
 cvc w

ords (short and long vow
els) 

 w
ords w

ith adjacent consonants 
 som

e CEW
 / HFW

 
 w

ords ending ff ll ss zz ck 
 w

ords w
ith the /ng/ sound (n before k) 

 nam
es the letters of the alphabet in order 

 Handw
riting 

 sits correctly at the table and holds a pencil com
fortably 

and correctly 
 distinguishes betw

een low
er case letters and capital 

letters 
   

 

M
onkey Puzzle (2 w

eeks) 
Anim

al descriptions 
Anim

al riddles 
M

issing posters 
Descriptions/adjectives sentences. 
Thought bubbles. 

 
 

Description 
Recount  
Poetry/Riddles 
Inform

ation 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
Identifying anim

als 
 

W
hen I w

as Young(1 w
eek) 

Q
uestions linked to History topic 

Ask older visitor about their childhood. 
Com

parisons, how
 w

e change, using adjectives. 
W

rite ow
n version of the story. W

hen I w
as young…

 
Sequence 
  

Description 
Response 
Recount  
Explanation 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
M

e, m
y fam

ily, m
y tow

n in the 50’s 
   

  
Dear Father Christm

as (1 w
eek) 

Letters to Santa 
Christm

as lists 
M

issing poster for the Elf 
  

Description 
Letters 
Lists 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
Christm

as 

 

Ideas for Autum
n 2 Favourite 5 

The Christm
asaurus 

Elm
er and W

ilbur 
Spinderella 
Giraffes Can’t dance (prepares for Year 2) 
The Q

ueens Present 

Autum
n 2 Talk through stories 

Elm
er 

The Rainbow
 Fish 



The texts in Year 1 offer deeper exploration of em
otions and wonder. They are m

ainly rooted in the everyday crises of life. A
gain, m

ost of these books lend them
selves to setting up a variety of play situations, using toys, costum

es and 
puppets, but the children also need to be involved in careful reading of the books, paying close attention to the detail and entering im

agined worlds to experience the stories deeply, then talking it all through. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery and Reception texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These stories also ensure children 
are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

Spring 1 

 

 
  

Three Little Pigs (2 w
eeks) 

W
hat do w

e know
 about the story?  

Sequencing. 
Retelling orally then in w

riting. 
Description of the W

olf and w
anted poster. 

Com
pare the story to ‘Three Little W

olfes and the Big bad Pig.’ 
Double bubble m

ap. 
Plan, storyboard and rew

rite ow
n version of the story. 

 

Discussion 
Description 
Response 
Instructions 
N

arrative 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
Everyday m

aterials 

W
orking tow

ards expectations for Spring Term
 

 VCP 
 com

poses phrases and sentences orally and attem
pts to 

replicate them
 in w

riting (little m
ediation needed) 

 uses capital letters and full stops at tim
es 

 begins to use capital letters for nam
es 

 recognises basic punctuation, question m
arks and 

exclam
ation m

arks in print 
 understands that and can join w

ords and sentences 
 W

riting process 
 begins to w

rite short narratives based on real and 
fictional experiences 

 includes a sim
ple beginning, m

iddle and end in w
riting 

 discusses w
hat they have w

ritten w
ith the teacher or 

other pupils 
  Spelling 

 w
ords w

ith consonant digraphs and som
e vow

el 
diagraphs/ trigraphs 

 alternative vow
el phonem

es (/ay//ai//a-_e/) 
 new

 consonant spellings ph and w
h 

 w
ords ending in –y 

 m
ajority of CEW

 / HFW
 

 begins to spell the singular plural of w
ords 

 divides w
ords into syllables 

 Handw
riting 

 usesknow
ledge of handw

riting ‘fam
ilies’ to begin to form

  
letters correctly spaces evident betw

een w
ords 

 

 

M
ichael Recycle (2 w

eeks) 
Character and setting descriptions. 
Q

uestions to ask M
ichael Recycle. 

Don’t drop litter posters. 
Persuasive posters – w

hy w
e should recycle. 

Instruction w
riting on how

 to recycle. 
 

Recount 
Response 
Inform

ation 
Instructions 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
Everyday m

aterials 

 

Litterbug Doug (2 w
eeks) 

Com
pare the story to M

ichael Recycle. 
Ask: How

 are they the sam
e? How

 are they different? U
se a 

double bubble m
ap to record. 

Character description. 
W

anted posters for Litterbug Doug. 
W

hat w
ould M

ichael Recycle say top litterbug Doug – w
rite 

letters. 
How

 does Litterbug Doug change? 

Recount 
Response 
Inform

ation 
Instructions 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
Everyday m

aterials 

 

 

M
an on the M

oon (2 w
eeks) 

Design an alien friend for Bob and describe it. 
Ask: W

hat w
ould you take w

ith you to the m
oon? W

rite a list. 
Design and label a packed lunch to take to the m

oon. 
M

ake a poster to encourage people to visit the m
oon. 

W
rite a letter to ask: W

hat is it like on the m
oon? 

Astronaut application. 
Design an astronaut suit and describe it. 
 

Recount 
Response 
Inform

ation 
Instructions 

 
Link to Foundation topic: 
M

an on the m
oon 

 

Ideas for Spring 1 Favourite 5 
The Great Paper Caper 
The Journey Hom

e 
Field trip to the m

oon 
The Sm

eds and the Sm
oos 

Dear Earth 

Spring 1 Talk through stories 
Burglar Bill 
After the fall 



The texts in Year 1 offer deeper exploration of em
otions and wonder. They are m

ainly rooted in the everyday crises of life. A
gain, m

ost of these books lend them
selves to setting up a variety of play situations, using toys, costum

es and 
puppets, but the children also need to be involved in careful reading of the books, paying close attention to the detail and entering im

agined worlds to experience the stories deeply, then talking it all through. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery and Reception texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These stories also ensure children 
are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

Spring 2 

   
 

Knuffle Bunny (2 w
eeks) 

A story about loss. The key to the story involves know
ing w

hat an 
‘errand’ and a ‘Laundrom

at’ m
ight be!  

Discuss the inside page and the background detail. 
Discuss the m

om
ent of realisation. 

Ask: W
hy doesn’t Dad understand and w

hat advice w
ould you 

give him
? W

hy is it that M
um

 understands im
m

ediately?  
Practise going ‘boneless’ and show

ing Trixie’s em
otions w

ith just 
our faces!  
Collect baby, fam

ily or m
ade-up class w

ords. 
Ask: How

 do you think the im
ages w

ere created?  
M

ake their ow
n version of Knuffle Bunny using speech bubbles, 

questions m
arks and exclam

ation m
arks (as show

n in text) capital 
letters for proper nouns- labelling street nam

es, people’s nam
es, 

places etc 
Superim

pose them
selves onto street view

s like in the story 
 

 Description 
Response 
Speech 
N

arrative 
  Link to Foundation topic:  
M

y Tow
n, N

ew
ton Aycliffe 

Expectations for Spring Term
 

 VCP 
 com

poses phrases and sentences orally and attem
pts to 

replicate them
 in w

riting (little m
ediation needed) 

 uses capital letters and full stops at tim
es 

 begins to use capital letters for nam
es 

 recognises basic punctuation, question m
arks and 

exclam
ation m

arks in print 
 understands that and can join w

ords and sentences 
 W

riting process 
 begins to w

rite short narratives based on real and 
fictional experiences 

 includes a sim
ple beginning, m

iddle and end in w
riting 

 discusses w
hat they have w

ritten w
ith the teacher or 

other pupils 
  Spelling 

 w
ords w

ith consonant digraphs and som
e vow

el 
diagraphs/ trigraphs 

 alternative vow
el phonem

es (/ay//ai//a-_e/) 
 new

 consonant spellings ph and w
h 

 w
ords ending in –y 

 m
ajority of CEW

 / HFW
 

 begins to spell the singular plural of w
ords 

 divides w
ords into syllables 

 Handw
riting 

 uses know
ledge of handw

riting ‘fam
ilies’ to begin to 

form
  

letters correctly spaces evident betw
een w

ords 
 

  
 

The Journey H
om

e from
 G

randpa’s (1w
eeks) 

Com
pare sim

ilarities and differences to our journey to school. 
Design and describe ow

n vehicles. 
W

hat w
ould w

e see on our journey to school. 
Adjectives 
Labelling 
Repetitive refrains 
Vocabulary developm

ent 
Sentence building 
 

Description 
Response 
Recount 
N

arrative 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
M

y Tow
n, N

ew
ton Aycliffe 

 
  

O
n the W

ay Hom
e (2 w

eeks) Follow
 on from

 talk through stories 
last half term

 
Look carefully at the front cover and ask: W

hat do w
e think is 

going to happen in the story? Act the story out w
ith the children 

taking the different roles.  
Ask: W

hy doesn’t Claire tell the truth? W
hy does she cry at the 

end? 
N

otice how
 each m

ini story fits the basic story m
ountain pattern – 

m
ain character, dilem

m
a, resolution.  

W
ith the class create your ow

n versions, m
ap, retell and w

rite. 
  

Recount 
Response 
Inform

ation 
  

Link to Foundation topic: 
M

y Tow
n, N

ew
ton Aycliffe 

  

 

Ideas for Spring 2 Favourite 5 
The first egg hunt 
A year in Percy’s park 
And then it’s spring 
Supertato the Great Eggscape 
Kitten learns to listen 

Spring 2 Talk through stories 
Perfectly N

orm
an 

Dogger  



The texts in Year 1 offer deeper exploration of em
otions and wonder. They are m

ainly rooted in the everyday crises of life. A
gain, m

ost of these books lend them
selves to setting up a variety of play situations, using toys, costum

es and 
puppets, but the children also need to be involved in careful reading of the books, paying close attention to the detail and entering im

agined worlds to experience the stories deeply, then talking it all through. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery and Reception texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These stories also ensure children 
are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

Summer 1 

  

Jasper’s Beanstalk (2 w
eeks) builds on story introduction in 

N
ursery. 

A story that repeats the days of the w
eek and describes w

hat 
happens on each day.  
Ask: W

ho is Jasper and w
hat is a beanstalk? G

row
 som

e beanstalks 
and tell the children the story of Jack and the Beanstalk.  
D

iscuss w
hat happens at the end of the story, and then decide 

w
ith the children w

hat happens to Jasper at the top of the 
beanstalk! 
W

rite instructions for planting a bean plant.  
Creating a booklet on how

 to care for a bean plant. 
Diary of the grow

th of a bean plant. 
 

Recount 
Response 
Inform

ation 
Instructions 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
Identifying plants 
 

W
orking tow

ards expectations for Sum
m

er Term
 

 VCP 
 w

rites a sentence that m
akes sense using capital letters and full 

stops 
 uses and to join w

ords and clauses 
 sequences sentences to form

 short narratives 
 uses capital letters for nam

es of people, places, days of the w
eek 

and the personal pronoun I 
 begins to use question m

arks and exclam
ation m

arks in w
riting 

 uses som
e descriptive language  

 W
riting process 

 w
rites short narratives based on real and fictional experiences 

 uses a sim
ple plan (e.g. storyboard, flow

chart) 
 re-reads w

hat has been w
ritten to check it m

akes sense 
 m

akes sim
ple changes to w

riting w
here suggested 

 reads aloud ow
n w

riting clearly enough to be heard by peers and 
the teacher 
 Spelling 

 com
pound w

ords 
 days of the w

eek 
 num

bers to 20 
 w

ords ending in tch 
 plurals of nouns and verbs adding –s and –es to w

ords 
 verbs w

here no change is needed to the root w
ord 

 adding endings –ing –ed –er 
 adjectives w

here no change is needed to the root w
ord 

 adding -er and –est 
 w

ords w
ith the addition of the prefix un- 

 Y1 CEW
 / HFW

 
 phonetically plausible attem

pts of new
 w

ord 
 Handw

riting 
 begins to form

 low
er case letters in the correct direction  

starting and finishing in the right place 
 form

s capital letters correctly 
 

 

The Tiger W
ho Cam

e To Tea. (2 w
eeks) 

Role play the scene w
here Daddy returns and they tell him

 the 
story of w

hat happened w
hen the tiger cam

e to tea. 
Ask: W

hat can you spot in the scene in w
hich the fam

ily is w
alking 

to the café? (A cat appears that looks like the tiger.) 
Apparently the tiger never cam

e again, but retell the story of 
w

hen a different anim
al cam

e to tea!  
W

rite invitations to a tea party. 
W

rite instructions for m
aking sandw

iches. 
 

Recount 
Description 
Response 
Explanation 
Instructions 
N

arrative 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
Q

ueen Elizabeth 
   

 

The Q
ueen’s Knickers (2 w

eeks) 
W

anted poster, w
ho stole the queen’s trunk. 

Design and w
rite a description of their knickers. 

Answ
er the question, I w

onder w
hat knickers the Q

ueen w
ould 

w
ear if she cam

e to school? And w
hy? 

W
rite an invitation for the Q

ueen to com
e to our school. 

W
rite a letter to the Q

ueen to say Thank you for visiting. 
W

rite a diary entry of the day the queen cam
e to our school. 

 

Description 
Letters 
Invitations 
Diary entry 
 Link to Foundation topic: 
Q

ueen Elizabeth 
 

 

Ideas for Sum
m

er 1 Favourite 5 
The Tiny Seed 
The 3 Billy Goats gruff 
Jack and the Beanstalk 
The Enorm

ous Turnip 
The Q

ueen’s handbag 
  

Sum
m

er 1 Talk through stories 
Stickm

an 
O

n the w
ay hom

e (Build on from
 Reception favourite 5) 

  



The texts in Year 1 offer deeper exploration of em
otions and wonder. They are m

ainly rooted in the everyday crises of life. A
gain, m

ost of these books lend them
selves to setting up a variety of play situations, using toys, costum

es and 
puppets, but the children also need to be involved in careful reading of the books, paying close attention to the detail and entering im

agined worlds to experience the stories deeply, then talking it all through. (Pie Corbett) 
A

 selection of the books are revisited from
 favourite N

ursery and Reception texts and som
e are initially introduced to be again revisited in Year 2. 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary developm

ent. These stories also ensure children 
are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

  

Summer 2 

 

 

Beegu (2 w
eeks) 

Read slow
ly and give tim

e for children’s spontaneous com
m

ents. 
Re-read and track the ups and dow

ns of w
hat happens and w

hat 
Beegu feels and m

ight be thinking.  
Role play conversations betw

een the characters that Beegu m
eets 

and a new
 character, explaining w

hat happened.  
Role play conversations betw

een Beegu’s parents 
W

rite letters from
 Beegu to children and children to Beegu. 

Ask: W
hat w

ould Beegu w
ant to know

 or be interested in?  
Im

agine w
hat Beegu’s M

am
m

y and Daddy w
ould say w

hen they 
found Beegu. Can the children w

rite this in the speech bubbles? 
Design a friend for Beegu and use adjevtives to describe that 
friend,  w

rite sentences to describe their friend for Beegu. 
M

ake a ‘Lost Poster’ for Beegu. 
  

Recount 
Response 
Inform

ation 
Instructions 
 Link to Foundation topic: 
M

y Country, M
y City 

Expectations for Sum
m

er Term
 

 VCP 
 w

rites a sentence that m
akes sense using capital letters and full 

stops 
 uses and to join w

ords and clauses 
 sequences sentences to form

 short narratives 
 uses capital letters for nam

es of people, places, days of the w
eek 

and the personal pronoun I 
 begins to use question m

arks and exclam
ation m

arks in w
riting 

 uses som
e descriptive language  

 W
riting process 

 w
rites short narratives based on real and fictional experiences 

 uses a sim
ple plan (e.g. storyboard, flow

chart) 
 re-reads w

hat has been w
ritten to check it m

akes sense 
 m

akes sim
ple changes to w

riting w
here suggested 

 reads aloud ow
n w

riting clearly enough to be heard by peers and 
the teacher 
 Spelling 

 com
pound w

ords 
 days of the w

eek 
 num

bers to 20 
 w

ords ending in tch 
 plurals of nouns and verbs adding –s and –es to w

ords 
 verbs w

here no change is needed to the root w
ord 

 adding endings –ing –ed –er 
 adjectives w

here no change is needed to the root w
ord 

 adding -er and –est 
 w

ords w
ith the addition of the prefix un- 

 Y1 CEW
 / HFW

 
 phonetically plausible attem

pts of new
 w

ord 
 Handw

riting 
 begins to form

 low
er case letters in the correct direction  

starting and finishing in the right place 
 form

s capital letters correctly 
 

 

Silly Billy (2 w
eeks) 

Instructions on m
aking a w

orry doll. 
Labelling. 
Speaking and listening on Chaterpix. 
Role play w

orries.  
W

rite a sim
ple sentence of a w

orry to feed our w
orry m

onsters. 
 

Recount 
Description 
Response 
Instructions 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
M

y Country, M
y City 

 

    

 

Cops and Robbers (2 w
eeks) 

Draw
 the street m

ap that appears in the book. Collect a box of the 
m

issing toys. Read in conjunction w
ith Burglar Bill. 

 Read and chant together the story m
any tim

es.  
Spot and talk about the details in the draw

ings.  
Discuss the vocabulary in the story , crow

bars, truncheons.  
Create w

anted posters/N
ew

s round  
Descriptions. 
Capital letters for nam

es. 
W

riting questions for the police and robbers. 
 

 Discussion 
Description 
Response 
N

arrative 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
M

y Country, M
y City 

 

 

Ideas for Sum
m

er 2 Favourite 5 
Little Red Riding Hood (build on from

 N
ursery Favourite 5) 

Hansel and Gretel 
Stickm

an (build on from
 Reception favourite 5) 

The snail and the w
hale 

M
ilo’s M

onster 

Sum
m

er 2 Talk through stories 
Supertato 
A little bit brave 



 
Ye

ar
 2

 E
ng

lis
h 

Lo
ng

 T
er

m
 P

la
n 

  
En

gl
ish

 T
ex

ts
 

Fo
un

da
tio

n 
To

pi
cs

 
Te

xt
 T

yp
es

 C
ov

er
ed

 

Autumn 1 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

M
y 

Co
un

tr
y 

Ar
tis

ts
 

Be
lo

ng
in

g 
M

at
er

ia
ls 

De
sc

rip
tio

n 
Na

rr
at

iv
e 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 
Po

et
ry

 

Autumn 2 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Q
ue

en
 V

ict
or

ia
 

Ba
la

nc
ed

 m
ea

l 
Ch

ris
tm

as
 

Gr
ow

th
 a

nd
 su

rv
iv

al
 

In
st

ru
ct

io
ns

 
Na

rr
at

iv
e 

Re
co

un
t  

Re
sp

on
se

 
 

Spring 1 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Hi
st

or
ica

l F
ig

ur
es

 
Tr

ai
ns

 
Liv

in
g 

in
 h

ab
ita

ts
 

De
sc

rip
tio

n 
In

st
ru

ct
io

n 
Na

rr
at

iv
e 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

Ar
gu

m
en

t 
Di

sc
us

sio
n 

Pe
rs

ua
siv

e  

Spring 2 

 
 

 

 
 

  

M
y 

W
or

ld
 

Sc
ul

pt
ur

e 
Ea

st
er

 

De
sc

rip
tio

n 
Na

rr
at

iv
e 

Di
sc

us
sio

n 

Summer 1 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Ke
ny

a 
Pu

pp
et

s 
pl

an
ts

 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n 

Re
co

un
t 

Ex
pl

an
at

io
n 

Re
sp

on
se

 

Summer 2 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Ca
pt

ai
n 

Co
ok

 
Re

fin
in

g 
Dr

aw
in

g 
Sk

ill
s 

Ar
gu

m
en

t 
Di

sc
us

sio
n 

In
st

ru
ct

io
n 

Na
rr

at
iv

e 
In

fo
rm

at
io

n 



In Year 2 it is im
portant to not only share picture books but also begin sharing chapter books. These will dem

and that the children use their im
agination. (Pie Corbett) 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary 

developm
ent. These stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

 

Year 2 English M
edium

 Term
 Plan  

 
English Texts 

Text Types Covered/Links 
Expectations  

Autumn 1 

 

The day the crayons quit (1 w
eek) 

Letters from
 the crayon 

Letters from
 Duncan 

Description 
Pretend w

e are felt tips m
issing a lid and w

rite letters to them
. 

 

Letters / layout conventions 
N

arrative 
Recount  
Response 
Description 
   Link to Foundation topic:   
Artists 
 

W
orking tow

ards expectations for Autum
n Term

 
 VCP 

 uses coordinating conjunctions (joining w
ords) and, or, 

but, so 
 uses question m

arks and exclam
ation m

arks in w
riting 

 uses sim
ple adjectives for description 

 understands and uses the term
s noun, verb and adjective 

 W
riting process 

 uses basic layout conventions in different form
s of 

w
riting 
 plans out loud w

hat is going to be w
ritten 

 creates sim
ple plans to support w

riting 
 m

akes sim
ple changes to w

riting w
here appropriate 

 proof-reads ow
n w

riting to check for basic errors 
 Spelling 

 w
ords w

ith the /n/ sound spelt kn and gn at the 
beginning of w

ords 
 w

ords w
ith the /r/ sound spelt w

r at the beginning of 
w

ords 
 w

ords w
ith the /j/ sound spelt as ge and dge and g 

 w
ords w

ith the /s/ sound spelt c before e i y 
 adding –ing, -ed, -er, -est, -y to w

ords ending in e w
ith a  

consonant before it 
 begins to select correct GPCs in spelling 

 Handw
riting 

 form
s low

er case letters of the correct size relative to  
one another 
 

    
 

 

Traction M
an (2 w

eeks) 
W

ith the class read the pictures carefully, looking for details. 
Discuss together any difficult w

ords. 
Re-read a num

ber of tim
es and talk about how

 the characters 
feel. 
Bring into school other kitchen equipm

ent and encourage 
children to invent further adventures for Traction M

an and the 
Scrubbing brush. 
Ask: Are the adventures real? W

ho m
ade them

 up?  
Design Traction M

an adverts or invent a new
 superhero or 

heroine. 
Com

ic strips. 
 

Description 
N

arrative 
  Link to Foundation topic:   
M

aterials 
 

 

The Q
ueen’s Hat (1 w

eek) 
Story boards/plans 
Rew

rite the story of the Q
ueen visiting another city such as 

Edinburgh. 
U

sing text for effect. 
M

aking a book. 

N
arrative 

Planning 
Sequencing 
 Link to Foundation topic:   
M

y Country 



In Year 2 it is im
portant to not only share picture books but also begin sharing chapter books. These will dem

and that the children use their im
agination. (Pie Corbett) 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary 

developm
ent. These stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

  

 

N
ot N

ow
 Bernard (1 w

eek) 
Re-read a num

ber of tim
es and then discuss the parents, the 

child and the m
onster.  

Ask: W
ho in the story is naughty? Are the parents ignoring the 

child or is he choosing the w
rong m

om
ent? Are they too busy? 

Are they kind parents? W
hat does the m

onster stand for? W
hen 

do w
e feel or behave like m

onsters?  
Let the children take it in turn to role play being M

um
 and Dad 

and talk about w
hat has happened in the kitchen! 

Conjunctions, so, or, but, because. 
Speech bubbles  
Adjectives 
  

Description 
N

arrative 
  Link to Foundation topic:   
Belonging 

       

 

 
Additional activities linked to foundations subjects throughout 
the half term

 
School Council  
Circle &

 Bubble M
ap 

M
anifestos 

Posters 
Seesaw

, speaking, listening, reading 
Q

ueen Victoria 
Recount of School Trip to Beam

ish 
 

Link to Foundation topic:   
 

 

Ideas for A
utum

n 1 Favourite 5 
N

ot scared 
D

ear Teacher 
Little M

ouse’s new friend 
Zog (Build on from

 Reception Talk through stories) 
Zog and the flying doctor 
         

A
utum

n 1 Talk through stories 
O

wl babies(Build on from
 Reception Favourite 5) 

The O
wl who was afraid of the dark (linked to English text) 

         



In Year 2 it is im
portant to not only share picture books but also begin sharing chapter books. These will dem

and that the children use their im
agination. (Pie Corbett) 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary 

developm
ent. These stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

 

Autumn 2 

 

 
 

The H
odgeheg (2/3 w

eeks) 
Introduce the book by show

ing film
/im

ages of hedgehogs and discussing 
the problem

 they have w
ith roads!  

M
ake a list of rules about crossing the road for M

ax.  
Ask: W

hat advice w
ould you give M

ax about crossing the road? W
rite 

sentences that sw
ap over w

ords and letters.  
Role play a fam

ily discussion about M
ax’s condition in chapter 4. Hot-seat 

the hedgehog M
ax m

eets in Chapter 5.  
Tell the story of ‘the first crossing’ and hot-seat the lollipop lady at the 
end!  
N

on-fiction w
riting about hedgehogs. 

Conjunctions, so, or, but, because. 
Instructions, how

 to cross the road safely. 
  

Description 
N

arrative 
Inform

ation 
Instructions 
  Link to Foundation topic:  Grow

th and Survival 
 

 Expectations for Autum
n Term

 
 VCP 

 uses coordinating conjunctions (joining w
ords) and, or, 

but, so 
 uses question m

arks and exclam
ation m

arks in w
riting 

 uses sim
ple adjectives for description 

 understands and uses the term
s noun, verb and adjective 

 W
riting process 

 uses basic layout conventions in different form
s of 

w
riting 
 plans out loud w

hat is going to be w
ritten 

 creates sim
ple plans to support w

riting 
 m

akes sim
ple changes to w

riting w
here appropriate 

 proof-reads ow
n w

riting to check for basic errors 
 Spelling 

 w
ords w

ith the /n/ sound spelt kn and gn at the 
beginning of w

ords 
 w

ords w
ith the /r/ sound spelt w

rat the beginning of 
w

ords 
 w

ords w
ith the /j/ sound spelt as ge and dge and g 

 w
ords w

ith the /s/ sound spelt c before e I y 
 adding –ing, -ed, -er, -est, -y to w

ords ending in e w
ith a  

consonant before it 
 begins to select correct GPCs in spelling 

 Handw
riting 

 form
s low

er case letters of the correct size relative to  
one another 
   

 

Em
ily Brow

n and the Thing (1 w
eek) 

Start this by bringing in a cuddly toy and discuss w
hy they are so 

im
portant. Also provide other ‘Em

ily Brow
n’ books for free reading, 

including ‘That Rabbit Belongs to Em
ily Brow

n’. O
n the first reading, stop 

on the page w
here Em

ily asks, W
hat’s really the m

atter? And predict. Re-
read and discuss the challenging vocabulary – provide pictures and relate 
w

ords to children’s ow
n experiences, listing synonym

s.  
Tell a story that Em

ily m
ight have told the w

itches and discuss the use of 
the font changes. Discuss w

hat the story is about – especially the end.  
W

ith the class m
ake lists of nice/scary things and w

rite as list poem
s. 

 

Description 
N

arrative 
Discussion 
Poetry 
  Link to Foundation topic:   
 

 

Pum
pkin Soup (2 w

eeks) 
Discussion around the story, W

hat causes the argum
ent and w

ho w
as 

right?  
Discuss how

 Cat and Squirrel’s feelings change.  
Ask, w

hen are they happiest and w
hy?  

In role as Duck, tell the story of w
hat happened w

hen you left the 
Pum

pkin. 
Set the story to m

usic, perform
 and dance w

ith m
asks/ costum

es. 
M

ake pum
pkin soup. 

W
rite instructions, recipes etc. 

Instructions 
Argum

ent 
  Link to Foundation topic:   
Balanced m

eal 
 

 

Ideas for A
utum

n 2 Favourite 5 
Crayon’s Christm

as 
The day the crayon’s quit 
Cave baby 
Charlie and the cheesem

onster 
Santa is com

ing to County D
urham

 

A
utum

n 2 Talk through stories 
A

liens love underpants(Build on from
 Reception Favourite 5) 

The scarecrow’s wedding(Build on from
 Reception Favourite 5) 



In Year 2 it is im
portant to not only share picture books but also begin sharing chapter books. These will dem

and that the children use their im
agination. (Pie Corbett) 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary 

developm
ent. These stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

 

Spring 1 

     
 

The ow
l w

ho w
as afraid of the dark (2 w

eeks) 
List and discuss fears about the dark saying: you are only afraid of the 
dark because you don’t know

 about it.  
Role play Plop talking w

ith different characters.  
W

rite a letter to Plop top persuade him
 that the dark is actually friendly.  

U
se an im

age of an ow
l and ask: How

 has Plop changed by the end?  
W

rite list poem
s about the dark.  

Find out about other nocturnal anim
als and create constellations.  

Paint and create ow
l collages and m

asks.  
Adjectives. 
Sim

ple planning/storyboards. 
N

on-fiction w
riting about ow

ls. 
 

Description 
N

arrative 
Inform

ation 
Instructions 
Poetry 
 Link to Foundation topic:   
Living in Habitats 
  Build on w

ork on O
w

l Babies from
 Reception 

W
orking tow

ards expectations for Spring Term
 

 VCP 
 begins to use subordinating conjunctions (joining w

ords) 
w

hen, if, because, as 
 begins to use past and present tense correctly 
 uses com

m
as in lists 

 uses apostrophe for contraction 
 understands and uses the term

 adverb 
 begins to use adverbs in w

riting 
 W

riting process 
 develops stam

ina to w
rite at increasing length 

 w
rites dow

n key ideas and w
ords (inc. som

e new
 

vocabulary draw
n from

 listening to, and talking about, 
w

hole books to develop plans) 
 considers w

ord choice, gram
m

ar and punctuation 
 re-reads ow

n w
riting to check for sense, basic errors and 

m
eaning 

 reads aloud w
riting w

ith appropriate intonation to m
ake 

m
eaning clear 

 Spelling 
 w

ords w
ith contractions 

 w
ords ending in –le,- el, -al and –il 

 adding –ies to nouns and verbs ending in y 
 adding –ed, -ing, -er, -est to a root w

ord ending in y w
ith 

a consonant before it 
 selects correct GPCs in spelling 
 w

ords w
ith the suffix –ly 

 uses –ly to turn adjectives into adverbs 
 Handw

riting 
 handw

riting is legible w
ith alm

ost all low
er case letters 

and capital letters accurately and consistently form
ed and 

of the correct size and orientation 
 

 

Lost and Found (2w
eeks) 

Tell the children som
e things about penguins…

 and about a ‘lost and 
found office.’ Ask: W

hat interests you in the tale? W
hy does the penguin 

follow
 the boy? Role play the scene in w

hich they go to the office. Ask: 
W

hat is ‘disappointm
ent’? Tell stories to the penguin, m

ake a boat, 
provide a cuddly penguin to tell stories to and talk ‘about the w

onderful 
things.’ Ask: W

hy is the penguin sad w
hen they reach the South Pole? 

W
hat w

as the ‘big m
istake’? 

Letters from
 w

here they are lost and questions as to w
hat has happened 

to them
. 

Postcards from
 w

here they have been. 
Inform

ation text about penguins. 
Story m

ap to show
 the journey. 

Speech bubbles – w
hat w

ould the penguin say? 
Planned rew

riting – beginning, m
iddle and end 

Rew
rite story including an arctic anim

al. 

Description 
N

arrative 
Inform

ation 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
 Build on  from

 Reception Favourite 5 

 

Am
azing G

race (2 w
eeks) 

Talk about, research and tell som
e of the stories m

entioned in the text, 
Joan of Arc, Anansi, The W

ooden Horse, Hannibal, Treasure Island, 
Hiaw

atha, M
ow

gli, Aladdin, and Dick W
hittington. 

Ask, W
hat sort of person is G

race? W
here are the clues? In the story, are 

Raj and N
atalie right? W

hich is the m
ost im

portant line in the story? 
(Possibly ‘you can be anything’.)  
W

rite about our favourite story (Link w
ith W

orld Book day) 
Book review

s. 
Character description of G

race. 
Argum

ent – G
race w

riting a persuasive letter to her teacher, arguing w
hy 

she should be allow
ed to be Peter pan in the play, because she’s a girl/ 

because she’s black. 
W

rite about tim
es w

hen you feel you haven’t been included. 
Future aspirations, you can be anything. (Link w

ith Super Duper you) 

Argum
ent 

Discussion 
Description 
 Link to Foundation topic:  
Historical figures 

 

Ideas for Spring 1 Favourite 5 
Elm

er in the snow 
O

liver’s fruit salad 
M

ichael Recycle 
Chu’s first day at school 
The disgusting sandwich 

Spring 1 Talk through stories 
Lost and found (linked to English text) 
H

ow to be a Viking 



In Year 2 it is im
portant to not only share picture books but also begin sharing chapter books. These will dem

and that the children use their im
agination. (Pie Corbett) 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary 

developm
ent. These stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

 

Spring 2 

    
 

W
here the W

ild Things Are (2 w
eeks) 

Look at the cover and ask: W
hat m

ight happen? W
ho is creating 

m
ischief? W

hat really happened in M
ax’s room

 at night? Create 
a W

ild things dance, ‘be still’ and then ‘let the w
ild rum

pus 
begin’. M

ake m
asks and role play to show

 the characters 
perspectives. Ask: w

hat are the m
onsters and w

hy does M
ax 

send them
 to bed? W

hat do you think his parents are like? 
Describe the characters 
Speech (exclam

ation m
arks)  

Character profile- m
ake ow

n W
ild Thing 

Retell the events and using editing skills 
 

Description 
N

arrative 
Discussion 
 Link to Foundation topic:   
Sculpture 

Expectations for Spring Term
 

 VCP 
 begins to use subordinating conjunctions (joining w

ords) 
w

hen, if, because, as 
 begins to use past and present tense correctly 
 uses com

m
as in lists 

 uses apostrophe for contraction 
 understands and uses the term

 adverb 
 begins to use adverbs in w

riting 
 W

riting process 
 develops stam

ina to w
rite at increasing length 

 w
rites dow

n key ideas and w
ords (inc. som

e new
 

vocabulary draw
n from

 listening to, and talking about, 
w

hole books to develop plans) 
 considers w

ord choice, gram
m

ar and punctuation 
 re-reads ow

n w
riting to check for sense, basic errors and 

m
eaning 

 reads aloud w
riting w

ith appropriate intonation to m
ake 

m
eaning clear 

 Spelling 
 w

ords w
ith contractions 

 w
ords ending in –le,- el, -al and –il 

 adding –ies to nouns and verbs ending in y 
 adding –ed, -ing, -er, -est to a root w

ord ending in y w
ith 

a consonant before it 
 selects correct GPCs in spelling 
 w

ords w
ith the suffix –ly 

 uses –ly to turn adjectives into adverbs 
 Handw

riting 
 handw

riting is legible w
ith alm

ost all low
er case letters 

and capital letters accurately and consistently form
ed and 

of the correct size and orientation 
 

    

 

Flat Stanley (2 w
eeks) 

W
ith the class collect insights into fam

ily and ask: W
hat are they 

like and how
 do w

e know
?  

Together explore their feelings and list the advantages of being 
flat.  Debate pros and cons 
Encourage the children to w

rite the police report for Chapter 2 
and the invite from

 Thom
as.  W

anted poster 
As journalists, invite them

 to interview
 Stanley and w

rite a new
s 

report for Chapter 4.  
Discuss the teasing in Chapter 5 and how

 the boys feel.  
Finally, can they w

rite another adventure for Stanley? M
ake 

available the other ‘Flat Stanley’ books for independent or 
guided reading. Storyboard. 

  N
arrative 

Recount  
Response 
  Link to Foundation topic:  
M

y W
orld 

 

 

The Day the Crayons Cam
e Hom

e (2 w
eeks) 

Duncan's crayons are a colourful brunch of characters. Having 
soothed the hurt feelings of one group w

ho threatened to 
quit, Duncan now

 faces a w
hole new

 group of crayons asking 
to be rescued! 
 Persuasive language 
W

riting letters/postcards, address, date, dear, from
, 

Layout conventions 
Christm

as lists 
U

se these skills w
hen w

riting our Santa letters. 

Letters / layout conventions 
N

arrative 
Recount  
Response 
 Link to Foundation topic: 
M

y Country, M
y W

orld 
  

 

Ideas for Spring 2 Favourite 5 
The Big U

gly M
onster 

The eating M
onster 

The Gruffalo (Build on from
 N

ursery and Reception Favourite 5 ) 
M

orris the m
ankiest m

onster 
Supertato 

Spring 2 Talk through stories 
W

here the wild things are (linked to English text) 
Can’t you sleep little bear? 



In Year 2 it is im
portant to not only share picture books but also begin sharing chapter books. These will dem

and that the children use their im
agination. (Pie Corbett) 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary 

developm
ent. These stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

 

Summer 1 

 

 

M
eerkat M

ail (3 w
eeks) 

Begin by finding out a bit about m
eerkats and the other anim

als, 
such as jackals. 
W

atch m
eerkats on film

 w
ith the class. 

Invite the children to w
rite a new

spaper article about Sunny’s 
visit to one of the places in the book.  
Encourage them

 to w
rite postcards from

 other visits that he 
m

ade.  
Together draw

 a m
ap of the story.  

W
riting party invitations. 

N
on-fiction w

riting about the anim
als 

(Could also read W
olves and Little M

ouse’s Big Book of Fears.) 
  

Inform
ation 

Recount 
Response 
 Link to Foundation topic: 
Kenya 
 

W
orking tow

ards expectations for Sum
m

er Term
 

 VCP 
 recognises and w

rites (gram
m

atically correct) different types of sentences: 
statem

ents,questions, com
m

ands and exclam
ations 

 understands and uses coordinating and subordinating conjunctions to 
construct and extend sentences 

 uses the past and present tense correctly throughout w
riting inc. the 

progressive form
 

 uses capital letters for proper nouns accurately 
 uses a range of punctuation alm

ost alw
ays correctly – full stops, question 

m
arks, exclam

ation m
arks, com

m
as in lists,  

apostrophe for contraction and apostrophe for singular possession 
 uses expanded noun phrases, adjectives and adverbs for description and 

specification 
 W

riting process 
 w

rites narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and 
fictional) 

 w
rites for different purposes (including poetry) 

 uses plans to support w
riting  

 links ideas and events using strategies to create ‘flow
’ 

 evaluates the effective use of w
ord choice, gram

m
ar and punctuation 

 m
akes appropriate additions, revisions and corrections 

 proof reads to check for errors in spelling, gram
m

ar and punctuation 
 re-reads w

riting to check for correct and consistent tense 
 evaluates w

riting w
ith teachers and peers 

 Spelling 
 uses phonic know

ledge to spell sim
ple m

onosyllabic and  
polysyllabic w

ords 
 Y2 CEW

 / HFW
 

 spells frequently used hom
ophones / near hom

ophones 
 w

ords using the possessive apostrophe (singular nouns) 
 adding –ing, -ed, -er, -est and –yto w

ords of one syllable ending in a single 
letter after a short vow

el 
 w

ords w
ith the suffixes –m

ent, -ness, -ful and –less 
 w

ords ending in –tion 
 recognises ow

n spelling errors and m
akes som

e attem
pt to correct these 

 com
pound nouns 

 Handw
riting 

 w
ords are alm

ost alw
ays appropriately and consistently  

spaced in relation to the size of the letters 
 som

e diagonal and horizontal strokes are used to join  
letters 

 

 
           

 Jack and the Baked Beanstalk (2 w
eeks) 

Describe the setting w
here the beans are trying to grow

. 
Research the best conditions as to w

here the beans w
ill grow

 
best.  
Produce an instruction leaflet as to how

 to care for a bean. 
U

se inform
ation leaflets and seed packets in order to collect 

vocabulary. 
Com

pare story to Jack and the Beanstalk and discuss sim
ilarities 

and differences. 
W

riting adverts for Jack’s business. 
Debate, w

ould you rather be rich and have no friends or be poor 
but have good friends etc. 
            

Argum
ent 

Discussion 
N

arrative 
Inform

ation 
 Link to Foundation topic:   
plants 
             

 

Ideas for Sum
m
er 1 Favourite 5 

George’s m
arvellous m

edicine 
Giraffes can’t dance(Build on from

 Year 1) 
H

anda’s surprise 
Paper dolls 

Sum
m
er 1 Talk through stories 

Ravi’s roar 
H

anda’s hen 



In Year 2 it is im
portant to not only share picture books but also begin sharing chapter books. These will dem

and that the children use their im
agination. (Pie Corbett) 

Favourite 5 stories are linked to topics and texts covered in English sessions. 
Talk through stories books select eight Tier 2 words which children are unlikely to hear in everyday conversation but are likely to com

e across in stories. D
eveloping children’s vocabulary 

developm
ent. These stories also ensure children are accessing vocabulary that is sufficiently challenging. (RW

I) 

  

Summer 2 

  

The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch (2 w
eeks) 

Explore the role of a light house keeper, w
hat w

as their job 
and w

hy did w
e need them

? W
hat happened to lighthouse 

keepers? W
hen w

as the last lighthouse m
anned? 

Character description of M
r Grinling. 

List/shape poem
 about M

r G
rinling’s lunch. 

Inform
ation text on Grace Darling and her father as a 

lighthouse keeper. 
Recount and role play the night of the rescue. 
Diary entry from

 Grace Darling. 
M

aking predictions about the story. 
Design ow

n w
ays to stop penguins eating lunch. 

Poem
s about lunchboxes. 

Design ow
n lunch and w

rite instructions of how
 to m

ake it. 
 

Argum
ent 

Discussion 
Instruction 
N

arrative 
Inform

ation 
 Link to Foundation topic:   
 

Expectations for Sum
m

er Term
 

 VCP 
 recognises and w

rites (gram
m

atically correct) different types of sentences: 
statem

ents,questions, com
m

ands and exclam
ations 

 understands and uses coordinating and subordinating conjunctions to 
construct and extend sentences 

 uses the past and present tense correctly throughout w
riting inc. the 

progressive form
 

 uses capital letters for proper nouns accurately 
 uses a range of punctuation alm

ost alw
ays correctly – full stops, question 

m
arks, exclam

ation m
arks, com

m
as in lists,  

apostrophe for contraction and apostrophe for singular possession 
 uses expanded noun phrases, adjectives and adverbs for description and 

specification 
 W

riting process 
 w

rites narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real and 
fictional) 

 w
rites for different purposes (including poetry) 

 uses plans to support w
riting  

 links ideas and events using strategies to create ‘flow
’ 

 evaluates the effective use of w
ord choice, gram

m
ar and punctuation 

 m
akes appropriate additions, revisions and corrections 

 proof reads to check for errors in spelling, gram
m

ar and punctuation 
 re-reads w

riting to check for correct and consistent tense 
 evaluates w

riting w
ith teachers and peers 

 Spelling 
 uses phonic know

ledge to spell sim
ple m

onosyllabic and  
polysyllabic w

ords 
 Y2 CEW

 / HFW
 

 spells frequently used hom
ophones / near hom

ophones 
 w

ords using the possessive apostrophe (singular nouns) 
 adding –ing, -ed, -er, -est and –yto w

ords of one syllable ending in a single 
letter after a short vow

el 
 w

ords w
ith the suffixes –m

ent, -ness, -ful and –less 
 w

ords ending in –tion 
 recognises ow

n spelling errors and m
akes som

e attem
pt to correct these 

 com
pound nouns 

 Handw
riting 

 w
ords are alm

ost alw
ays appropriately and consistently  

spaced in relation to the size of the letters 
 som

e diagonal and horizontal strokes are used to join  
letters 

 

The G
iraffe, The Pelly and M

e (3 w
eeks) 

Begin by finding out a bit about giraffes, pelicans and m
onkeys. 

Invite the class to w
rite adverts for ‘The Ladderless W

indow
 

Cleaning Com
pany’ and invent nam

es for new
 sw

eets.  
Discuss the final song and its m

eaning.  
Draw

 ‘The Grubber’. Ask: W
hat dream

s w
ould you have? Learn, 

sing and perform
 the various songs w

ith the class. 
N

on-fiction w
riting finding out about Roald Dahl. 

 

Inform
ation 

Recount 
Response 
 Link to Foundation topic:   
Refining draw

ing skills 

 

W
ho’s Afraid of the big bad book (2w

eeks) 
Before reading this book it is essential to know

 the stories of 
Goldilocks, Rapunzel, Dick W

ittington and Cinderella. 
So start by retelling these stories or som

e of the w
it w

ill be lost! 
Having really discussed the book, encourage the children to try 
falling ‘into a book’ and becom

ing a character in a w
ell-know

n 
fairy tale, but then alter w

hat happens.  
Take photos, enlarge and copy these for the children. Then, ask 
children to draw

 characters and objects onto photos, using 
Lauren Child’s collage technique. 
Rew

rite the story from
 different perspective. 

Different types of punctuation. 
Hot seating, speaking and listening. 

Description 
N

arrative 
Discussion 
 Link to Foundation topic:   
 

 

Ideas for Sum
m
er 2 Favourite 5 

Revolting rhym
es 

The Great Fairy Tale disaster 
Jack and the beanstalk (Build on from

 Reception) 
The Great N

ursery rhym
e disaster 

Light house keeper’s lunch 

Sum
m
er 2 Talk through stories 

Farm
er D

uck(Build on from
 N

ursery and Reception) 
Giant Jam

 sandwich 


