Information for
Parents
Horndale County Infant and Nursery School
Scholars Path, Newton Aycliffe
Co Durham DL5 7HB
Tel: 01325 300228
Fax: 01325 319235
Email:
horndale@durhamlearning.net
Website: www.horndale.durham.sch.uk

Horndale County Infant and Nursery School is strongly committed to protecting and
safeguarding children and expects all staff and volunteers to embrace this commitment.
All post holders are subject to an Enhanced Criminal Records Bureau Disclosure.
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WELCOME!
Horndale is a very successful Infant and Nursery School for boys and girls from 3 to 7 years. The School
was opened in 1971 and the Nursery Unit opened in 1992.
Horndale has a partner Junior School on the same site.
The School is very pleasantly situated. It is well kept internally and externally we try to keep all areas free
from litter and graffiti. Our pupils have genuine "ownership" of their second home and carefully protect
property within the school's perimeter. The Governors work with the Local Education Authority; the Head
Teacher and staff to ensure that all children receive a sound, well-balanced education.
Our aim is to create a caring, happy, secure and stimulating environment in which children can explore and
investigate, listen and discuss, in order to acquire those basic skills of reading, writing and handling numbers
which will allow them to make good progress in all aspects of the curriculum. Children are given every
opportunity and encouragement to develop to their full potential; every child is valued as a worthwhile
individual.
Our school, through a partnership of pupils, parents, governors and staff, is committed to developing the
child's potential by preparing each individual for life. This partnership will nurture the child's social,
emotional, intellectual, physical and spiritual growth towards a greater understanding of the world in which
each child now lives. Teachers in our school each care for a class of children and have special responsibility
for the co-ordination and development of particular areas of the curriculum throughout the school.

SCHOOL and NURSERY STAFF
Teaching
Mr C Brown
Mr S D Walker
Mrs J Stephenson
Miss J Fryer
Mrs M McDonald
Mrs J Copeland

Head Teacher
Deputy Head and Y1 teacher
Y2 teacher
Y1/Y2 teacher
Reception teacher
Nursery teacher

Classroom Support Assistants
Miss S Beckwith, Miss G Stevenson, Mrs L Hayton, Mrs M Anderson, Miss L Hayton and
Mrs G Powsey

School Secretary

Secretary - part time

Mrs M Oughton

Mrs A Cook

Caretaker
Miss L Walker

Cleaner (Part time)
Miss L Gauden

School Catering by
Taylor Shaw

Supervisory Assistants
Mrs A Cook, Mrs B Wilson, Miss S Walker,
Mrs A Kowalczuk

We also accept students from local schools and colleges as part of their training.
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GOVERNING BODY

Authority
Vacancy
Co-optee
Mrs C Hardy (Chair)
Mr S Dodd
Mrs N Grainger
Mrs M Anderson
Miss A Morgan
Mrs D Halton-Cason

Parent Representatives
Miss K Swainston
Miss T Parnaby
Mrs N Bowker

Head Teacher
Mr C Brown
Staff
Mr D Walker

Our full Governing Body meets once a term and is responsible for decisions about the general
running of the school, the curriculum, financing, appointment of staff, maintenance of buildings and
producing policies on such matters as discipline, equal opportunities, etc.

If you wish to contact a school governor, please do so through the school office.

SCHOOL PROFILE
The Governors report to parents through our annually updated School Profile which is available
online at http://schoolsfinder.direct.gov.uk/8402708/school-profile

A paper copy is available from the school office on request.
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Our website is a fantastic tool enabling children, parents and the wider family to see our school in action,
gather information and to access further learning activities.

Please log on to www.horndale.durham.sch.uk
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ADMISSIONS
Parents considering the possibility of sending their child to our school or nursery are welcome to visit at
any time. An appointment to visit can be made by contacting the school office (01325 300228) which will
ensure that a member of staff is available to greet you and answer any questions you may have after a
tour of our school and nursery.
Admissions Nursery Children
You can place your child’s name on a waiting list for a Horndale Nursery at the beginning of the school year
(1st September to 31st August) in which your child has his or her second birthday
Parents and children are encouraged to visit the Nursery to register for admission, although details can be
taken over the telephone. An application form NA1 is available from our website. On receipt of the
application, you will receive form NA2 from us which confirms only that your details have been recorded. It
does not guarantee that your child will be given a place or that a place can be provided to meet your
particular preference.
Children are usually admitted to the Nursery in the September after they are three years of age. The waiting
list is held in the school office in date of birth order, therefore the oldest child on the list is offered the next
available place. Offers of places for a September start are usually sent out to parents/carers the first week
in May.
Nursery timings are:
Morning nursery session is from 8.30 a.m. until 11.30 a.m.
Afternoon nursery session is from 12.15 p.m. until 3.15 p.m.
Please see the Parents Guide to Early Years Provision in County Durham, issued by Durham County
Council. There is a link on our website.
Admissions School Children
We have adopted Durham County Council’s Admission Policy and have one main intake of children in
September each year.
You must apply for your child to be admitted to Reception. An application card is given out to all our Nursery
children who will be moving up to an Infant/Primary School in the October prior to them starting school the
following September.
Parents will be invited to attend an informal open afternoon sometime in May before their child is due to
start full time education, when they will be able to visit their child’s class and meet the class teacher. Parents
will be asked to bring their child’s birth certificate along.
At the end of Year 2, the academic year in which a pupil's 7th birthday occurs, pupils from this school
transfer to a junior/primary school in Newton Aycliffe. You will receive more information on how to apply for
a junior/primary place when your child is in Year 2. Again, you must apply for your child to be admitted to
Y3 at a junior/primary school.
If you have moved or are planning to move to Newton Aycliffe during the academic year you must apply to
Durham County Council for an in-year transfer for your child. The form is available from the school office,
or there is also a copy for download on the school website.
The school hours are:
9.00 a.m. - 12.00 noon -

Morning Session

1.00 p.m. - 3.00 p.m.

Afternoon Session

-
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MISSION statement

Working together a caring sharing partnership

Horndale County Infant and Nursery School, through a
partnership of Pupils, Parents, Governors and Staff is
committed to developing every child’s potential by
preparing each individual for life.
This partnership will nurture the child’s social, emotional,
intellectual, physical and spiritual growth to help towards
a greater understanding of the world in which each child
now lives.
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Nursery
Our Nursery is a 26 place Nursery, which means we can accommodate 26 children in each session.
The Nursery and Foundation Stage staff work closely as an effective team to support all children in the
setting. All children will have access to high quality education taught by staff who are knowledgeable
about child development and who care and understand how children learn.
We believe in equal opportunities for all and have staff who can:



support children who have special educational needs, and
challenge more able pupils.

A record of each child's work is kept to record their progress and we welcome you to look through their
work at regular intervals throughout the year.
Nursery Times
Morning session

8.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.

Afternoon session

12.15 p.m. to 3.15 p.m.

Please note:
The children must be brought to Nursery and collected by an adult known to the child, i.e. someone over
16 years of age. Please let Nursery staff know if a different adult is collecting your child.
Please be on time. As you can imagine, being collected late can be very upsetting for a young child.
What do children do at Nursery?
All children are active learners and they learn best from experiences that are suitable for their stage of
development. For young children play is an essential and an enriching part of the learning process.
Through play, children can develop the confidence and social skills needed for learning and the coordination skills needed for writing. Learning through play will enable your child to become more
independent, it will develop their curiosity in the world in which we live and help them to form positive
relationships and believe in themselves, giving them the courage to try and learn from their success and
from their mistakes.
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How can you help your child?
When your child comes to Nursery, we build on the foundations which you have laid and will continue to
develop at home within your family. You are the most important people in your child's life and we need
your help to ensure that your children progress and achieve success in reaching their potential.
Ways you can continue to help your child at home by:












Make time to talk through what your child has done that day
Share books, songs and games with your child and talk about them together
Encourage your child to use pens, pencils, chalks, paints and simple tools such as scissors
Write your child's name and help him/her to recognise it
Provide opportunities for running, climbing and chasing
Talk to your child introducing new words whenever you can help your child to recognise shapes,
colours, numbers and simple words in familiar places such as food packets, street signs and
advertisements
Provide opportunities for your child to investigate and ask questions about the world around them
Introduce the language of counting during activities such as cooking and shopping
Let your child enjoy and invent sounds, words, songs, music and rhymes
Encourage your children to dress and undress independently, even though it will take a little longer,
especially taking off their coats, fastening them up, etc.

Clothing
In Nursery, the children play outside every day, except for when very poor weather conditions do not allow
it. Please ensure that your child brings a coat with them to Nursery, especially in winter. If you send your
child to Nursery in wellingtons, please bring shoes for them to change in to, no slippers, as they are
dangerous if children are climbing.

Jewellery can be dangerous when children are playing. We therefore recommend that it be left at home.
Please avoid dressing your child in clothes with difficult fastenings such as braces and belts. Children can
often not manage these themselves when going to the toilet and accidents do happen! Should your child
have an accident of this nature, we do have spare clothes to change them, but please wash and return
our clothes as quickly as possible.
The First Week in Nursery
For children to learn in Nursery, they must feel happy and relaxed. Every child is different as to how
quickly they settle in the Nursery environment and their settling in time will be discussed with parents and
carers as is required.
Once your child has come in to Nursery and their coat is hung up, a quick goodbye is best with a
reassurance that you will be back soon to see what they have been doing at Nursery.
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Healthy Living
We feel that it is important to promote a healthy lifestyle right
from the start of Nursery. We encourage children to play
outdoors with lots of opportunities to develop both their
bodies and minds.
We also encourage them to clean their teeth after their snack
each day.

Snack Time
At each session, children are offered a drink of milk or water
and a snack which varies from a piece of fruit, a biscuit or
something which has been made in the session, such as a
sandwich, sausage roll or on baking days or special
occasions, cakes or pancakes.
Nursery Fund
In Nursery, we have a snack/ resources fund. We ask all
parents for a donation of 50p per week.
This enables us to provide snacks, to buy materials that we
use for cooking activities and to make playdough for the
children.

Library
The children are given the opportunity to choose a library book
once a week. They will be provided with a library bag in which
they will bring their book home.
Please spend time to read with your child and help them to look
after our books and see that the book is returned to Nursery by
the Monday of each week, so that a new book can be chosen.

AIMS OF EARLY YEARS FOUNDATION STAGE
We understand that between 3 and 5 years old, children undergo a period of rapid physical, emotional and
intellectual growth. Within the foundation stage children are encouraged to develop their natural curiosity
to discover their own talents, become more independent and confident through the acquisition of self-help
skills, their moral development through learning to share and care, learning skills through involvement in
purposeful play, the ability to work within a group and take turns and a questioning attitude by encouraging
curiosity.
Bearing in mind the range of emotional, physical and intellectual development of children at most ages can
be very considerable, as can the range of special educational needs.
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Our Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum gives children an introduction to subjects covered by the
National Curriculum. Through the delivery of our Early Years Programme, we aim for all of our children to
be able to achieve the Early Learning Goals, by the end of the Reception year, in all of the following areas:








Personal Social and Emotional Development
Communication and Language
Physical Development
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design

Personal, Social and Emotional Development
This work is about developing confidence and independence while learning to concentrate and to enjoy
sharing as part of a group. It is about:













Making meaningful relationships with other children and adults.
Having respect for others
Being an individual and also belonging to a community
Being able to express and cope with your feelings
Becoming independent and helping others
Being able to make choices and taking responsibility
Developing a sense of fairness, what is right and wrong
Understanding appropriate behaviour
Respecting and being able to empathise with others
Having feelings of wonder and joy
Sharing and celebrating festivals, traditions and special occasions
Interacting with older children in the Reception class setting

Communication and Language
In this area of learning, children will be communicating with one another and adults and developing skills
in talking.
It is about:





Talking, listening, discussing and recalling experiences
Enjoying stories, sharing them with others, telling them and
making them up
Expressing opinions and making choices
Believing in themselves as a reader and writer and developing
the skills to become one

Physical Development and Outdoor Play
This area works on improving control and co-ordination of their bodies. They are also learning to move
and handle equipment safely and correctly. It is about:







Developing confidence and independence
Learning to use tools competently
Learning co-ordination and control
Building confidence, stamina, energy and
strength
Learning to move in a variety of ways
Expressing themselves through movement
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In this area of learning, children will be using their communication skills to break into reading and writing. It
is about:







Mark making
Developing sound knowledge
Blending and segmenting skills
Pencil control
Name writing
Simple word writing

Mathematics
Children will be beginning to use ideas about number, quantity, measurement, shape and space. It is
about:
 Appreciating pattern and relationships
 Logical thinking
 Exploring and comparing shapes, quantities, height, etc.
 Finding ways to solve mathematical problems
 Learning to use and understand mathematical language
 Understanding and using numbers
Understanding the World
In this area, children will be investigating and beginning to understand things, places and people around
them.
It is about:











Exploring the local environment
Finding out about the past
Developing an understanding of travelling to other places, distance
and maps
Using technology and making models
Planning, making and designing

Exploring and solving problems
Using ICT for a range of purposes
Exploring, experimenting and being curious
Understanding why and how things happen
Observing closely

Expressive Arts and Design
Children will find ways to communicate by using colour, sound, texture, movement and shape. It is about:





Representing and communicating ideas and feelings in a variety of
ways through music, dance and language
Expressing themselves through a wide range of media
Imagining, expressing and creating

Children will be prepared to complete the Statutory Baseline Assessment on entry into full time education
in the mainstream school Reception class. QCA Curriculum Guidance for the Foundation Stage
Documentation and the EYFS Pupil Profiles are completed in Nursery and in the Reception Class, are
available for you to read in the school at all times.
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HORNDALE SCHOOL
NATIONAL CURRICULUM
The curriculum at Horndale School promotes the personal, social, emotional, spiritual, moral, intellectual,
physical and creative development of pupils at the school. It seeks to prepare pupils for the opportunities,
responsibilities and experiences of the next stage of their education and adult life. The basic skills are
taught and developed throughout the school and the school has achieved the Basic Skills Quality Mark.
This school seeks to provide all pupils with a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum matched to their
individual needs. In this way, children will gain knowledge of the world around them and develop a desire
to learn more about that world.
All pupils are taught the core and foundation subjects of the National Curriculum. Teachers implement the
particular arrangements relating to attainment targets, programmes of study and assessment - specified by
the Secretary of State in Statutory Orders for each of the subjects. All teachers will present the subjects
English, Mathematics, Science which are the Core subjects of the National Curriculum, Technology (ICT
and DT), History, Geography, Physical Education, Music and Art and Design which are the Foundation
subjects of the National Curriculum, in accordance with the National Curriculum requirements and
programmes of study produced by the DfE, LA and The School.
The National Curriculum is described in separate terms by the documentation that has been published.
Whilst the National Curriculum is being taught throughout this school, the subjects may or may not be taught
as separate items. Topic and thematic work provides pupils with the opportunity to study aspects of History,
Geography, Science, Technology, Language, Mathematics and so forth under half-Termly topics e.g.
"Ourselves, Autumn and Materials, Houses and Homes, Electricity, and Christmas".
During the course of the year pupils will cover the full range of subjects within the National Curriculum
though at different stages of the year there may be a different emphasis (and therefore time) allocated to
each curriculum area. Children will also have the opportunity to improve their knowledge - through Cross
Curricular Themes and Dimensions - Personal and Social Education, Careers Education and Guidance,
Environmental Education, Citizenship, Health Education, Economic and Industrial Understanding, Equal
Opportunities and Multicultural Education.
The National Curriculum (and the accompanying assessment) as delivered in this school, is a legal
requirement and ordinarily no pupil may be excused.
The school and nursery curriculum documents, schemes of work and policy statements are available in the
school at all times.

CORE CURRICULUM SUBJECTS
English
The school uses a range of carefully graded books to help children to become fluent and independent
readers who approach reading confidently and with enjoyment. Teachers use a variety of approaches to
meet children's individual learning needs. We use the Oxford Reading Tree scheme.
Opportunities to use Language for a variety of purposes are planned for throughout the curriculum using the
conventions of letter forming, spelling and punctuation, developing children's confidence, precision and
competence in speaking and listening and in written English. In line with the National Literacy Strategy, the
Literacy Hour is presented by teachers in all appropriate year groups every morning.
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Letters & Sounds
At our school we teach the children using the letters and sounds programme. Each year group splits into
ability appropriate groups daily which are taught by fully phonics trained members of staff. We use a
range of teaching styles during these sessions to ensure excellent progress is made. Children are now
tested at the end of Year 1 in a National Phonics Screening Test. Opportunities for extra
support/intervention work are given to children who are struggling to keep up with national expectations in
this area.
Mathematics
Our Mathematics curriculum aims to develop skills and concepts in using and applying Mathematics,
Algebra, Data Handling, Shape, Space and Measures. Pupils' activities are planned to encourage the
development of knowledge, skills and understanding of concepts. Children work with tasks that encourage
both accuracy and an open-ended approach to problem-solving, enabling children to confidently approach
Mathematics at an appropriate level. In line with the National Numeracy Strategy, the Numeracy Hour is
presented by teachers in all appropriate year groups every morning.
Science
Through practical investigations children are encouraged to develop skills and concepts, to explore and
use all their senses to make discoveries about the world around them. Activities are carefully planned to
promote questioning, predicting outcomes and recording and to develop children's knowledge and
understanding of the world in which they live.
The school fulfils all the requirements of the National Curriculum in Science, providing opportunities for
pupils to appreciate systematic enquiry, science in daily life, Scientific ideas, Communication, Health and
Safety, Experimental and Investigative Science, Life Processes and Living Things, Materials and Physical
Processes.
FOUNDATION SUBJECTS
Computing
We use ICT as a tool across the whole curriculum to enhance, enrich and extend our children's learning.
We are well resourced with Promethean Interactive Whiteboards, computers, printers, concept keyboards,
tape recorders, etc. We encourage our pupils to gain pleasure and confidence when using ICT and to
recognise its appropriate use.
Pupils will use a range of ICT equipment/software, explore the use of Promethean Interactive Whiteboards
and computers, examine and discuss ICT experiences. They will be taught to communicate and handle
information, control and model. They will learn how to programme or code to create their own software
programmes.
History
Children are given opportunities to develop awareness of the past and of the ways in which it was different
from the present. They learn about these differences through pictures, photographs, artefacts and by
talking and asking questions about changes in their own lives and those of their family and adults around
them. The children will be helped to place their study within a chronological framework and to understand
some of the methods of finding out about the past. The children will learn about changes within living
memory and significant national events beyond living memory. They will learn about significant individuals
from the past and some significant historical events.
Y2 visited Captain Cook’s
Museum in Middlesbrough and
learned many interesting
things. The children especially
liked writing with quills.
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Geography
Enquiry forms an important part of children's work in Geography. Work is linked to the immediate locality
and the UK. Children are encouraged to observe and investigate the use of buildings, types and uses of
materials, natural and man-made and the effects they have on our environment. Children are encouraged
to use geographical vocabulary and skills to identify familiar features in the area and another place in the
world with physical and human features of contrast to our own locality.
They will be able to name and locate the World’s seven continents, five oceans and the four countries and
the capital city of the UK. They will use maps, Atlases, globes, compasses and aerial photographs.

Music
Children are helped to develop the appropriate skills necessary to participate in musical activities as a
listener, appraiser, composer and performer. The school has an informal recorder group for those children
who show particular interest in this aspect of our Music curriculum. All children are given the opportunity to
perform for a range of audiences. The children will sing and use their voices.

Design & Technology
Children will develop the creative, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks
confidently.
They will have the knowledge, skills and understanding to design and make proto types. They will be able
to test, evaluate and critique products. They will understand the principles of nutrition and begin to learn
how to cook.

Art & Design
Art is frequently linked with other areas of the curriculum, but is also a means of stimulating and encouraging
personal expression. Children are introduced to the work of famous artists and encouraged to make their
own responses, developing a range of practical and aesthetic skills.
Art will embrace Craft and Design. Understanding and enjoyment of Art will be developed by combining,
investigating and making with knowledge and understanding.

Arts Policy & Provision (To support the National Curriculum)
Horndale School recognises and places a great emphasis on the importance of the arts in the curriculum.
We have an effective arts policy that is available for you to see in the school at all times. The children a
Horndale School and Nursery are offered a full range of cultural experiences and opportunities throughout
the academic year.
The LA String and Brass Ensemble Group visit the school regularly, giving the children the opportunity of
listening to and seeing a range of musical instruments and performers, usually in the autumn and summer
terms.
The school accesses the services of at least two performing arts groups each year in the Spring and
Summer terms. One group is a theatre group.
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A programme of out of school visits is carefully arranged for children from Nursery to Y2 and the locations
of these visits vary from year to year.
This programme of visits has a cross-curricular dimension. It allows the children who attend Horndale
School for four years the opportunity of visiting different environments.
It embraces Geography, History, Religious Education, Information Technology, Art, Music and the Natural
World.
Horndale School regularly employs a specialist artist in residence to work with all the year groups. The
areas covered include textile technology, tapestry, weaving, craftwork and painting techniques.
Horndale children perform their own dramatic and musical productions for parents and friends. They also
visit other schools and Aycliffe Leisure Centre to enjoy a variety of concerts. The children also present their
own religious Thanksgiving and celebratory services.

SPORTING AIMS AND PROVISION
Horndale School recognises and places a great emphasis on the importance of sport and physical education
in the curriculum. We strive to achieve a high standard of sports and physical education provision from
Nursery to the end of Key Stage 1. We have an effective policy for promoting physical education. All
activities are available for both boys and girls.
Our aims at Key Stage 1 are divided into three categories - those for:Educational Gymnastics
 to establish skilful control of body movement through balance, travelling and rotation.
Dance
 to develop an awareness of the body as a vehicle for expression and communication.
Games Skills/Athletic Activities
 to provide the opportunity for children to acquire a variety of game skills and to provide
opportunities and practice for the children to create their own games.
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SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL ASPECTS OF LEARNING (PSHCE)
We know that children learn best when they feel emotionally secure and have the skills necessary to
understand their feelings, the reasons why they have certain feelings and what to do about their feelings so
that they have emotionally stable relationships with their peers.
We deliver the National PSHCE strategy that enables pupils to explore and develop the necessary life skills
that underpin the maintenance of healthy relationships.
The programme is progressive and builds on skills learnt previously, it equips pupils with the understanding
of how they can strengthen their friendship[s and how to deal with people that they have difficulty with. Our
pupils learn to make choices and become responsible for their own decisions in a community environment.

HEALTHY DISPOSITIONS AND ATTITUDES
We understand that pupils arrive at school in the morning from a variety of home experiences and in a range
of emotional states, to this end we deliver our “Wake up, shake up” and “Brain Gym” programmes in order
that we can develop pupils co-ordination, attention and concentration skills prior to beginning lessons.
During the lunch hour we offer pupils ‘Huff and Puff’ activities. These activities are delivered by our dinner
supervisors and comprise of a selection of games and equipment designed to extend pupils co-ordination
skills and develop a teamwork ethic based on co-operation, sharing and tolerance. We have achieved the
Active Mark Award because we offer two hours of physical activity a week.

RE AND COLLECTIVE WORSHIP
The Education Reform Act of 1988 requires the school to offer Religious Education in the basic curriculum
of the Durham Agreed Syllabus to all pupils. This reflects the Christian traditions that are predominant in
this country but teaches and introduces two other main religions that are found in Britain today, Judaism
and Buddhism.
An act of daily worship is carried out each day through collective worship in the form of an assembly. This
is non-denominational and reflects Christian teaching and values.
Please note: All teachers present Religious Education although this is not a National Curriculum
requirement. Pupils may be withdrawn from Religious Education and Collective Worship. Parents who feel
they may wish to withdraw their child if this conflicts with their values and beliefs should discuss this with
the Head Teacher. If parents have any queries or require further information about the school's curriculum,
again they should not hesitate to discuss this with the Head Teacher who will be willing to assist.

SEX EDUCATION
Sex education forms part of the education of all children throughout all phases of the school, the content
and method being matched to the maturity and needs of the pupil involved.
The subject is covered within a topic or theme across a number of subjects as well as being part of the
pastoral curriculum. The presentation of sex education encourages all pupils to have due regard to moral
considerations and the value of family life. The school offers equal opportunities to boys and girls throughout
all areas of the curriculum. All lessons are taken by all pupils unless other special arrangements have been
made and work programmes are supplemented by computer activities at appropriate levels. Any questions
or concerns of individual pupils will be answered in a simple and honest manner as they arise naturally.
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AIMS OF HORNDALE SCHOOL
At Horndale School we aim to provide a happy, friendly and caring environment where children can feel
secure and valued. Children are encouraged to develop self-discipline and mutual respect for each other
and for all adults in an atmosphere that promotes learning and encourages all pupils to achieve their full
potential.
We believe that all Infant School children should have access to a broad and balanced curriculum that seeks
to:
 build upon the experiences of children at home and in pre-school education and help children to acquire
knowledge, skills and concepts relevant to their life now and in the future
 help children to use language, mathematical and scientific skills effectively
 help children to understand the world in which they live and the interdependence of individuals, groups
and nations
 help children to appreciate human achievement and aspirations in every area of experience
 help children to develop an understanding of spiritual values
 encourage in children a sense of right and wrong, good behaviour, consideration for others and care of
the environment
 help children to form positive attitudes towards themselves and co-operative attitudes towards each
other
 help children to develop lively enquiring minds, the ability to question, to argue rationally and to apply
themselves to realistic tasks and challenges
 help children to develop powers of imagination, creativity and self-expression
 provide children with ample opportunity for a rich variety of learning experiences making full use of
practical tasks and first-hand experience wherever possible
 provide equal opportunities for all pupils regardless of socio-economic background, ethnic origin or
gender and according to individual need, intellect and physical ability
 encourage in children an appreciation and tolerance of the richness of cultural and personal diversity
 ensure a match between the abilities of individual children and their learning activities thereby providing
success at school and encouraging them to become confident, enthusiastic and independent learners
 offer methods of assessing and recording children's progress with a view to informing the future planning
of children's work; and which reflects appropriately high expectation of children by teachers and others
We seek to promote the maximum possible development of each child through the delivery of the National
Curriculum core and foundation subjects. This development will embrace English, Mathematics,
Technology, Physical, Aesthetic, Scientific, Social and Moral experiences so that all pupils at Horndale
School will achieve a good Level 2 or above grading at the end of the key stage in the statutory standard
attainment tests. Samples of these tests are available to see in the school at all times.
We aim to promote and sustain a well-ordered pattern of school life, encouraging good discipline with a
strong emphasis on self-discipline.
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GENERAL INFORMATION
Accessibility Plan
The School Accessibility plan is available at all times in school for those wishing to obtain a copy please
ask at the school office.
Assessment
This school believes that assessment is an integral part of curriculum planning and is therefore inseparable
from the teaching process. It also upholds the LA's view that individual pupils are entitled to have their
achievements, skills, abilities and progress recognised throughout the whole curriculum and a report
prepared for parents or other appropriate persons will be produced and acknowledged annually. Parents
will receive a written report compiled by the class teacher towards the end of the summer term.
An opportunity to discuss the pupil's report will be provided and parents will be required to acknowledge
receipt of the report. Each term parents are invited into school to discuss pupil's work and progress. If you
have any concerns about your child you are welcome to come into school and discuss them – an
appointment will normally be made for this.
Throughout the Foundation Stage children are assessed against the learning intentions in order to monitor
their progress. The assessment is carried out during a normal day through the usual activities and
observations of staff. The assessment is used to plan and provide appropriate activities linked to the child’s
development.
The school keeps detailed records for children's progress and teachers will gladly discuss with you any
aspect of your child's education. If you have any doubts or queries about anything we are doing please do
not hesitate to come to school to talk with us about it.
Attendance
Constant and punctual attendance is particularly important in Nursery and School. If attendance at
Nursery is poor a child will be taken off roll and the place will be offered to another child who will attend
regularly and punctually.
The school day begins at 9.00 a.m. and ends at 3.00 p.m. The lunch break is from 12 noon until 1.00 p.m.
Children are asked not to arrive at school before 8.50 a.m. for the morning session and 1.00 p.m. if they go
home for dinner, as detailed above. After lunchtime pupils will be brought into school at 12.56 p.m. from
the yard by the Supervisory Assistants or they will be taken into their classroom areas at 12.58 p.m. by the
Supervisory Assistants if they have elected to stay indoors during the lunch break. It is very important that
your child is not late for the start of each session, as late entry must be recorded in the attendance register.
Being late also impacts on your child’s education. Please see our leaflet – Late Again!
If it is necessary for children to be absent please inform the school by telephone or note. It is helpful to
know in advance about any medical appointments requiring absence for part of the day. Children should
be collected for this, or any other purpose, only by a parent or other known adult. In case of accident or
illness at school we will try to contact you but in the meantime we will take whatever emergency action
seems to be required.
Our school procedures for absence are as follows: On day one of absence, if no notification from parent/carer is received, the school will contact the
home.
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The attendance record of the pupils at this school is good. It averaged at 95.5% for the academic year
2016/2017. Absences were because of illness or family annual holidays taken in school session time.
The percentage of half-day sessions missed through unauthorised absences was 1.14%.
The school needs to know your telephone number and the means of contacting you, a relative or friend and
your family doctor. This information should be kept up to date and any change of circumstances should be
notified to us as soon as possible.
BEHAVIOUR
In order to develop a happy and caring environment which creates the best possible opportunities for
learning, it is necessary to encourage the highest standards of behaviour. To do this a programme of
Assertive Discipline has been developed in Horndale School over several years.
The purpose of Assertive Discipline is to:







Maintain levels of good behaviour
Provide a consistent approach in rewarding good behaviour
Provide a consistent approach in responding to unacceptable behaviour.
Children need to be taught to manage their own behaviour and learn how to make good
choices of their own. To this end they need to receive positive encouragement, which is
consistent, as a means of motivation.
Awards and praise will be given to show appreciation of appropriate behaviour.
All staff will give out stickers, letters and certificates which will encourage and reward good
behaviour at school.

BICYCLES/SCOOTERS
Children may ride their bikes/scooters to the school gate but must dismount and walk inside the school
grounds. The bike/scooter store is situated just outside the main school entrance. Parents should provide
their child with a suitable security device to lock their bike or scooter. Horndale County Infant and Nursery
School cannot accept responsibility for any bikes or scooters that are damaged or stolen whilst using this
facility.

BREAKFAST CLUB
A free Breakfast facility is available to all children. The children can come into the school hall at
8.30
am and a breakfast will be served. The main school entrance door is open between 8.30 a.m. and 8.40
a.m. for Breakfast Club. The children go straight in to class at 8.50 a.m. for the start of the morning session.
BUDDIES
Our Y2 children are ‘buddies’ to the younger children in school. This means they encourage younger
children to play at break and lunch times and are there to help if any child feels they need the support of
one of their peers.
CHILD PROTECTION POLICY
Horndale County Infant and Nursery School has a commitment to the welfare and protection of all the
children in its care.
School Governors, in partnership with the LA have a regularly reviewed child protection policy – available
at all times in school. This is fully implemented to help children.
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It is part of the overall school approach to safety. In line with the policy there may be occasions when the
school has to contact other agencies before contacting parents and indeed without contacting parents IF
child protection issues arise. We accept that this can obviously create tensions in the relationship between
home and school, especially if this has previously been a positive working relationship. The Child Protection
Policy is in school and is always available to parents on request.
COMMUNITY LINKS
The school links with business and industry has been very actively promoted by all the school staff and they
continue to flourish. The police liaison team visits the school regularly throughout the year, as do the fire
brigade.
We have Open days/evenings where parents can come in to see their child’s work and talk to their class
teacher, Christmas Concerts and an Autumn Service where family and friends can come along and see the
productions.
A photographer visits once a year.
COMPLAINTS PROCEDURES - CURRICULUM
This school adheres to the LA's Complaints Procedure Policy which was revised in December 2015 that
states that complaints should be addressed at four local levels:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

informally through discussion with the Head Teacher or member of staff
to the Governing body via LA
formally by contacting the Assistant Education Officer for schools in the LA
by appeal to a panel including members of the LA.

All complaints will receive full investigation and will be dealt with carefully and fairly. Urgent complaints will
of course be given priority. Our aim would be to settle the complaints within as short a period of time as
possible or direct the complaint to the next stage. Further details can be obtained on request from the
school.
DISABILITY, EQUALITY
(a) Admission arrangements are the same for all pupils unless special conditions apply.
(b) The school implements an effective equal opportunities policy for all pupils.
(c) The school building is flat internally with no steps. A ramp would be required at two entrance points for
easier wheelchair access. These could be easily facilitated as the ramps would only need to cover one
step/or a small mobile ramp would be used.
EDUCATIONAL VISITS – charging policy
Parents are usually invited to make a voluntary contribution towards the cost of the visit, which is often
subsidised through school funds. A child will not be prevented from taking part in a visit on the basis that
he or she has not made a contribution, however the school reserves the right to cancel a visit if it is not
financially viable.
The school reserves the right to exclude any child from a visit if his or her behaviour is not supportive of
health and safety issues.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES
Our school operates an equal opportunities policy. All of our children, regardless of gender, race, disability
and religion have access to our broad, balanced and differentiated curriculum that we deliver.
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EXCLUSIONS
The Education Act 2002 and associated regulations govern the process of exclusion. Exclusion means
excluding a child from a maintained school on disciplinary grounds.
There are two types of exclusion:




Fixed period exclusion. These exclusions are usually for a short period and include
lunchtime exclusions. The pupil must return after the exclusion period has expired. In cases
of more than a day's exclusion, work should be set and marked. The law allows head
teachers to exclude a pupil for up to 45 school days in any school year.
Permanent exclusion. This is also known as expulsion. This means the pupil cannot return to
the school unless reinstated by the governing body or by an appeal panel.

If a pupil is permanently excluded from school, their local authority (LA) has a duty to provide him/her with
suitable education. This may be provided in another school, in a Pupil Referral Unit or by way of home
tuition.
The appeal process - If your child is excluded you have the right to make representations to the school's
governing body. If the governing body upholds your child’s permanent exclusion, you have the right to
appeal to an Independent Appeal Panel.
HOME SCHOOL AGREEMENT
These agreements seek to promote a positive parent/school partnership where expectations for each half
of the partnership are clear and maintained.
ILLNESS AND ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICINE
In the event that your child becomes ill at school you will be contacted and asked to come to school and
take your child home. It is very important that all contact telephone numbers are kept up to date.
On admission to school or nursery, you will be asked consent, that if required, your child can receive first
aid as necessary in school from a suitably qualified person. In the event of your child having an accident
or becoming ill at school and their condition deteriorating, the school will contact the emergency services,
then yourself and then any other named emergency contact.
If your child is well enough to attend school but requires prescribed medicine during school hours please
ensure that these are taken directly to the school office and the required paperwork completed.
The medicine should be clearly marked with the child's name and accompanied by written instructions
stating the dose and the time at which it is to be given. No child is permitted to have any medicines in
his/her possession. We have in school an Administration of Medicine Policy.
JOURNEY TO SCHOOL
We actively encourage children to walk to school wherever possible.
Please note the driveway is NOT the entrance to our School and Nursery. The ONLY vehicles allowed
down the drive are staff, delivery and disabled vehicles, which have prior permission of the School
Governing Body. Private vehicles are NOT ALLOWED down the driveway.
For safety reasons all adults and children MUST use the pathway and enter by the side or bottom gate.
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MEALS
The Universal Free School Meals for all Infants imitative from the Government means that all schools
meals for pupils are free of charge in our school.
School Meals are provided by Taylor Shaw; they are cooked in the school kitchen and eaten in the school
hall. School meals are very nutritious and are prepared by the Taylor Shaw Catering team. They are very
popular and available to all that want them. Please see the example below.

Week One
Monday

Toad in the Hole
& Mash

Jacket Potato
With Tuna
Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna
Week Two
Monday

Tuesday

Mince
Crumble
& Boiled
Potatoes
Jacket Potato
With Cheese
Savoury
Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna
Tuesday

Wednesday

Chicken Curry
& Wholegrain
Rice

Fish Fingers
& Chips

Quorn Meatballs
In Tomato Sauce

Pizza Whirl &
Half a Jacket
Potato
Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna

Jacket Potato
& Beans

Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna
Wednesday

Chicken Chow
Mein

Roast Turkey
Stuffing &
Roasties

Cheese & Tomato
Pizza with Jacket
Wedges
Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna
Week Three

Burger In a
Bun
Jacket Wedges
Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna

Tuna Melt with
Pasta or Roasties

Mince &
Dumplings
With Mash
Tomato & Basil
Pasta
Garlic Bread
Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/Tuna

Tuesday

Chicken/Sweet
corn Pie with
Mash
Margherita
Pizza & Jacket
Wedges
Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna

Friday

Roast Pork,
Stuffing
& Roast Potatoes

Mince Pie
& Mash

Monday

Thursday

Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna
Wednesday

Thursday

Mince &
Yorkshire
Puddings with
Mash
Salmon Fish
Fingers
With Wedges
Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna
Thursday

Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna
Friday

Fish & Chips

Cheese Omelette
& Chips
Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna
Friday

Roast Pork
& Roast Potatoes

Spaghetti
Bolognaise

Fish Fingers
& Chips

Jacket Potato
With Tuna

Breaded Chicken
in a
Bun with Wedges
Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna

Quorn Hot Dog in
a Bun with Chips

Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna

Sandwich:
Ham/Cheese/
Tuna

If you wish, you may send a packed lunch to school for your child. This should include a drink of the nonfizzy type as no canned drinks are allowed. Please supply a plastic cup or beaker for your child to drink
from. Hot foods, glass thermos flasks and glass bottles are not permitted for safety reasons. Packets of
sweets are also not allowed at lunchtimes.
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Four MSAs take care of all the pupils during the midday break.
Walker, and Mrs Kowalczuk.

They are Mrs Cook, Mrs Wilson, Miss

Children having lunch at school are not allowed to leave the premises during their lunch hour.
MISSING CHILD POLICY AND PROCEDURES
As part of our safeguarding procedures, we have in place a policy and procedures if a child goes missing
either from school or whilst on an educational visit. A copy is available from school if requested.
MOVING UP
During the Summer Term, transition visits to your child’s next Year group are timetabled in to our weekly
routine. Moving up leaflets are sent out to hopefully answer any questions you or your child may have.
OFSTED
Our last inspection was in March 2007 and we were judged to be ‘Outstanding’. Please either download a
copy of the inspection from our website www.horndale.durham.sch.uk or request a copy from the school
office.
PARENT PARTNERSHIP
Parents are welcomed into school and will be fully informed of their child’s progress. The curriculum will be
regularly shared with parents through newsletters, target flyers and open days.
Details of these can be found on our website www.horndale.durham.sch.uk or from the school office.
Teachers are on hand at the end of the school day when they bring their classes to the side gate and
messages can be exchanged with the school office prior to the start of the day.
PHOTOGRAPHY IN SCHOOL
Because of the possibility that photographic images can be used inappropriately and/or for illegal
purposes, parents are not allowed to take any photographs, video recordings or use any digital cameras
of any kind, at school events. The school will make photographs and recordings available for parents if
possible. Any parent not wishing their child to be photographed during school events must inform the
school office.
PRIVACY NOTICE – DATA PROTECTION ACT 1998
We, Horndale County Infant and Nursery School, are the Data Controller for the purposes of the Data
Protection Act. We collect information from you about your child, and may receive information about your
child from their previous school. We hold this personal data and use it to:
 support your child’s teaching and learning
 monitor and report on their progress
 provide appropriate pastoral care, and
 assess how well our school is doing
The information includes your contact details, national curriculum assessment results, attendance
information (which is not collected for pupils under 5), characteristics such as ethnic group, special
educational needs and any relevant medical information.
We will not give information about you to anyone outside the school without your consent unless the law
and our rules permit it.
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We are required by law to pass some of your information to the Local Authority (LA), and the Department
for Children, Schools and Families (CFSF). If you want to see a copy of the information we hold and share
about you then please contact the Head Teacher.
PUPIL PREMIUM
The Pupil Premium is an allocation of additional funding provided to schools to support specific groups of
children who are vulnerable to possible under-achievement. These include pupils who are entitled to free
school meals; those looked after by the local authority and children of armed service personnel. The
intended effect of this funding is to accelerate progress and raise attainment.
In most cases the Pupil Premium is allocated to schools and is clearly identifiable. It is for schools to
decide how the Pupil Premium, allocated to schools per FSM (Free School Meal) pupil, is spent, since
they are best placed to assess what additional provision should be made for the individual pupils within
their responsibility.
All schools are required to report on the amount of funding received, how this is being used, and the
impact of any work done.
For more information on the Pupil Premium, please visit:
http://www.education.gov.uk/schools/pupilsupport/premium
RACIAL EQUALITY POLICY
This school follows a Racial Equality Policy which is available in school at all times – we challenge prejudice
and racism and celebrate cultural and racial diversity.
RESULTS OF THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM TESTS FOR 7 YEAR OLDS
2015

2016

2017

2018

Reading

94%

88%

57%

75%

Writing

90%

83%

47%

72%

Maths

97%

83%

57%

94%

SCHOOL COUNCIL
Every academic year, our school holds a secret ballot to vote Y2 children on to our School council. The
children who make up the school council have the opportunity to discuss and influence a variety of issues
and plans in school.
SCHOOL MEDICALS
At various times during their school career pupils will undergo health screening checks carried out by a
doctor and/or nurse. You will always be informed in advance and invited to attend such checks. . All such
examinations are carried out in accordance with County Policies. Where further action is seen as necessary
parents will be informed in order that they might make suitable arrangements with their own optician, dentist,
clinic or doctor as preferred.
SCHOOL NURSE
Our school nurse is Julie Sutherland. She is always happy to discuss any concern you may have about
your child's health or development. Please ask at the school office for her contact details.
SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN
Our school has a Travel Plan.
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SCHOOL UNIFORM
The school encourages the wearing of suitable clothing in the school colours of red and grey, or black.
Leggings, jogger bottoms and trousers can be worn on colder days. Suitable clothing can be obtained from
shops such as Marks & Spencer, BHS, Boyes, Tesco, Asda or Newton Aycliffe Market. Sweatshirts, polo
shirts, cardigans and fleeces all with the Horndale logo, can be purchased from the school office.
We discourage the wearing of jewellery, which can cause concern in Physical Education lessons and can
easily get lost.
Parents are requested to mark all items of clothing and property with the child's name.
SECURITY
Our school security is regularly reviewed and is fundamental to the safety of our pupils, parents and staff.
At the beginning of the day, Nursery and Reception children should enter through the Early Years entrance
with their parent/carer, hang up their coat and go straight into either Nursery or Reception class. Year 1
and Year 2 children should enter through the Main School Entrance and go directly to the cloakroom, hang
up their coat and go straight into either Year 1 or Year 2 classrooms.
At the end of Nursery sessions, the Early Years entrance door will be opened, and parents/carers will come
direct in to Nursery where they will be matched up with their child by the Nursery staff.
At the end of the school day, all children are taken out of the side gate by class and told to stay with their
teacher until they see the adult that has come to pick them up.
Please ensure you let school know if your collection routine changes.
Parents collecting their child during the day for dental or medical appointments must come to the Main
School Entrance doors where a member of staff will go and collect your child from class.
All visitors to school are asked to sign our visitor log and are issued with a pass which they must wear
throughout their visit.
In order to safeguard our pupils, all adults engaged to work with our children in class either as teacher,
classroom support assistant, lunchtime supervisor, cook, governor, volunteer or student have undergone a
Criminal Record Bureau check before they have access to our pupils and records are kept in accordance
with Local Authority best practice guidelines.
SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS
At Horndale County Infant and Nursery School we are committed to quality. We aim for every pupil to fulfil their
potential no matter what his or her background or personal circumstances.
We aim to:
Provide a secure and accessible environment in which all our children can flourish and in which all contributions
are considered and valued
 Include and value the contribution of all families to our understanding of quality and diversity
 Provide positive non-stereotyping information about gender roles, diverse ethnic and cultural groups and disabled
people
 Improve our knowledge and understanding of issues of anti-discriminatory practice, promoting equally and valuing
diversity; and
 Make inclusion a thread that runs through all of the activities of the school


We understand that children learn and develop in different ways. Teachers and teaching assistants recognise this
and use different teaching styles, resources and plan different levels of work in the classroom to cater for the various
ways children learn. However, many children, at some time in their school life, need extra help.
A special educational need can be a number of different things. For example, a child may be having problems with
reading, number work or behaviour, which can be helped by putting extra support in at school and by working in
partnership with parents.
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It may also be due to a disability which makes it harder for a child to use the same educational facilities that the
school provides for the majority of children. For some children this may be a temporary difficulty, while others may
have a long term need for special help.
At Horndale County Infant and Nursery School we consult with a wide range of agencies and partnerships to ensure
the pastoral, medical and social needs of SEND children are met.
Ensuring that all children attending Horndale County Infant and Nursery School receive provision that maximises
their enjoyment and achievement is central to all we offer. Consultation with families is key to securing success in
this area.
All pupils follow the New Primary National Curriculum at a level and a pace that is appropriate for their abilities. Our
SEND philosophy places SEND children at the heart of personalised learning and our curriculum is tailored to meet
individual pupils needs. At times and when it is felt appropriate, modifications to the curriculum may be
implemented. To successfully match pupil ability to the curriculum, Horndale County Infant and Nursery School
remain committed to:




A range of teaching and learning styles
Differentiated learning materials
Access to ICT and Technology









Additional in class support
Additional out of class support
Many Enrichment and Enjoyment opportunities to stimulate and motivate learning
Flexible groups - including small group support work
An innovative and supportive curriculum
The appropriate use of rewards and sanctions
A broad range of extra-curricular activities, including homework support, one to one support and
booster/extension sessions
Assessment procedures that emphasise pupils strengths and achievements



The SEN Co-ordinator role supports all families in the transition for all SEN pupils working closely with multi
agencies and partnerships to ensure that their learning journey is a happy and successful one.

SUPERVISION OF CHILDREN BEFORE THE START OF THE SCHOOL MORNING SESSION
It has been agreed by the school governors that the procedures for the admission of pupils to the school
building will be as follows: The school morning session begins at 9.00 a.m.
 The Nursery doors are open from 8.30 am for Nursery and 8.50 am for Reception class children
to walk straight in to the school building.
 The Main School Entrance doors are opened at 8.30 a.m. for the Breakfast Club and are closed
at 8.40 a.m. They are open again at 8.50 a.m. for Year 1 and Year 2 children to walk straight
into the school building.
 The doors remain open until 9.10 a.m.
 There are staff on duty at both doors to take messages and to receive the children, there are
also staff on duty in the cloakrooms to supervise and assist the children.
 Children proceed to their own classroom where their teacher is waiting to receive them.
 All staff recognise their duty of care to the children.
For the safety of children and their parents, no vehicles can be brought onto the school drive at any time
without the permission of the school governors. Delivery vehicles will not be able to use the drive at the
start or end of school session times. They must also have the £3 million public liability insurance to use the
drive at other times. If these arrangements cause a difficulty for any parents, the Head Teacher should be
contacted.
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UNCOLLECTED CHILD POLICY AND PROCEDURES
As part of our safeguarding procedures, we have in place a policy and procedures if a child is not collected
from school or nursery. A copy is available from school if requested.
UNAVOIDABLE CLOSURE
There may be occasions when due to circumstances beyond our control, it is necessary to close the school
at short notice, such as inclement weather, etc. We will endeavour to let parents know through our website
and telephone system. Please either log on to www.horndale.durham.sch.uk where information on school
closure will be on the welcome page, or telephone the school after 8 a.m. for a recorded announcement
(01325 300228).
VALUES
Values are principles that guide behaviour. At Horndale adults are encouraged to model values and to give time for
reflective practices. We believe that this empowers pupils to be effective learners and good citizens.
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SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

Holiday

Closing Date (after session)

Date Re-open for Teaching
Purposes

Summer 2018

Friday 20 July 2018

Tuesday 4 September 2018

Autumn Half-Term 2018

Friday 19 October 2018

Monday 29 October 2018

Christmas 2018

Thursday 20 December 2018

Tuesday 8 January 2019

Spring Half-Term 2019

Friday 15 February 2019

Monday 25 February 2019

Easter 2019

Thursday 4 April 2019

Tuesday 23 April 2019

May Day 2019

Friday 3 May 2019

Tuesday 7 May 2019

Summer Half-Term 2019

Friday 24 May 2019

Monday 3 June 2019

Summer 2019

Thursday 27 June 2019

Monday 1 July 2019

Please note these dates may differ from other schools in Newton Aycliffe
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