
New Parents Meeting 
Reception 2021-2022



Your Child’s New School

On behalf of everyone here at Horndale Infant and Nursery 
School, WELCOME to a new and exciting stage in your child’s 

life. During their Reception year, your child will make new 
friends, enjoy new experiences and learn the vital new skills of 

reading and writing.
We, teachers and parents, have the chance to work as partners 

to ensure that at the end of this school year, your child will 
have a positive attitude towards their education based on social 

and academic confidence.



Mrs McDonald                           Mrs Heaton
Class Teacher                       Classroom support assistant            

Meeting the Teachers



Early Years 
Foundation Stage  

• The Early Years Foundation Stage covers the first stage of a 
child’s care from birth to five years old. It sets the standards to 
ensure that all children learn and develop, as well as keeping them 
healthy and safe.   

• All schools and Ofsted registered early years providers in England 
must follow the EYFS. 

• Also included in the EYFS are the seven Areas of Learning. They 
are: 

• Communication and Language
• Personal, Social and Emotional Development
• Physical Development
• Literacy
• Mathematics
• Understanding the World
• Expressive Arts and Design

At the end of the EYFS, 
there are 17 Early 
Learning Goals that 
children are expected to 
achieve. 



Some Key Changes  

1. Reduced the amount of unneeded written recordings and  assessment of 
children by staff. 

• This means staff do not need to keep a large amount of written 
evidence that proves children are able to do lots of things.

• Staff still know the abilities and skills of each child, and know 
how to support them to develop. However, now they do not need 
to write this down unnecessarily. 

• This frees up more time for staff to spend directly with the 
children.

• By taking away the need for constant recording, it helps 
to develop more natural play, conversations and 
interaction between adults and children. 



Some Key Changes  

2. There is more of an emphasis on the importance of developing 
communication and language skills. 

• Children should be supported in building up vocabulary by 
increasing the amount of words they know and can use. 

• Encourage more conversations between adults and children, but 
also children and their peers. 

• Good language skills are the basis for all other learning and social 
interaction, so this is vital to focus on.  



Some Key Changes  

3. There is a focus on how reading stories is important to help children 
develop in all of Areas of Learning. 

• Daily reading of stories encourages an enjoyment of reading from a 
young age. 

• Lots of other learning opportunities happen when looking at books, for 
example comparisons of culture or the past. 

• Listening to stories develops imagination, ideas and language. 

• Reading is an essential skill and so should be shown to children, as well 
as practised by them regularly. 

• Children are also encouraged to use story ideas in their play. 



Changes to informal 
assessments

• There have also been changes to a document called ‘Development Matters’. 

• This document is not compulsory but it can be used by staff to support 
them to understand child development in the different Areas of Learning. 

• Linked to this document change, children are no longer assessed against an 
age band. It’s now accepted each child develops in different ways, so the 
use of the age bands before did not fit everyone fairly.  

• Staff can now use their own knowledge of child development to decide each 
child’s next steps and support needs. 

• These changes allow more freedom for adults to plan to the learning and 
interests of the children in their class. 



How children learn

Your child will be learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and 
demonstrating their understanding through 7 areas of learning. All are 
vital and inter-connected. 

The 3 Prime Areas
Communication and Language.
Physical Development
Personal, Social and Emotional development.

The 4 Specific Areas
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive arts and design



Your child will learn to:
• Listen
• New vocabulary
• Ask questions
• Articulate their ideas in well formed sentences
• Connect ideas
• Use social phrases
• Join in with story time
• Listen to and talk about stories
• Retell stories
• Join in with rhymes, poems and songs

Communication and 
Language Development



Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development

The children will be learning to:

• Build constructive and respectful relationships

• Express their feelings

• Consider the feelings of others

• Show resilience and perseverance

• Moderate their own feelings

• Manage their own personal hygiene

• Talk about health and wellbeing



Physical Development

The children will be learning to:
• Refine fundamental movement skills

• Move fluently with control

• Develop overall body strength, balance, co-ordination and agility

• Use pencils, scissors, paintbrushes, knives, forks and spoons 
competently and safely

• Develop good core muscle strength

• Refine ball skills

• Develop a handwriting style so that they can form letters 
correctly

• Develop skills to manage the school day



Literacy 

The children will be learning to:
• Read single letter sounds

• Blend sounds in words

• Read some letter groups

• Read some common exception words

• Read simple sentences

• Spell words by saying the sounds then writing them

• Write short sentences using a capital letter and a full stop.



Maths 

The children will be learning to:

• Count objects, actions and sounds

• Subitise

• Link the numeral with its cardinal number value

• Count beyond 10

• Compare numbers

• Understand one more/one less

• Explore the composition of numbers up to 10

• Recall number bonds to 5

• Investigate 2D and 3D shape

• Continue, copy and create patterns

• Compare length, weight and capacity



Understanding the World 

The children will be learning to:
• Talk about members of their family and community

• Name and describe people who are familiar to them

• Comment on images from the past

• Draw simple maps

• Understand that some places are special to members of the 
community

• Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate special 
times in different ways

• Compare life in this county to life in other countries

• Explore the natural world around us

• Understand the effect of seasons and weather



Expressive Arts & Design 

The children will be learning to:
• Mix colours

• Know colours come in different shades

• Work independently

• Notice features in the natural world

• Learn about the work of famous artists

• Listen to different kinds of music from around the world and 
talk about how it makes them feel

• Experience live performances

• Keep a steady beat

• Learn a range of songs and rhymes



Play

Each of these areas will 
be implemented through 
planned, purposeful play 
and through a mix of 
adult led and child-
initiated activity. 



Continuous Provision 

All of the following are on offer to children daily. Sometimes 
these are enhanced to fit in with a class theme or child’s 
interest. 

Sand Talking and vocabulary

Water Reading area

Play dough Construction

Messy play Small world

Writing area Investigation area

Fine motor activities Computers

Creative area Maths & Puzzles

Role Play  Music area







Characteristics of 
Effective Learning 

We also love to observe 
HOW your child learns. 
Whether they persevere 
and show determination or 
explore to find their own 
methods and concepts……. 

We value the diversity of 
each and every child in our 
care and celebrate their 
differences and individual 
characters! 



Learning Journey

• School Observations

• Photographs

• Links to the Foundation Stage                                      Profile

• Learning Journals are online.

• Home Observations 

*NEW APP*

*Parent share *



Lunch time is at 11.30am until 12.15pm. 

Your child is entitled to a free school meal. 

Pre-order menu.

Your child can bring a packed lunch if you prefer. 

A healthy lunch please. 

Lunch



Phonics 

At Horndale Infant and Nursery School we have a whole school 

approach to phonics.  We follow the Read Write Inc. scheme 

across the whole school.

Every day, the children have a phonics session.

• Fast paced approach 

• Lessons encompass a range of games, songs and rhymes.

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/en/find-out-more/parents/


Phonics 

First your child will learn to read:
• Set 1 speed sounds, m a s d t i n p g o c k u b f e l h  

r j v y w z x - sounds written with one letter and 
sound written with two letters (called ‘special friends’) 
sh th ch qu ng nk ck

• Words containing these sounds, by sound blending,
e.g. m-a-t mat, c-a-t cat, g-o-t got, f-i-sh, fish, s-p-o-t 
spot, b-e-s-t best, s-p-l-a-sh splash

• Blending books and red, green and purple story books.



Set 1 speed sounds

You will receive your own set of speed sound cards.
Each sound is drawn in the shape of a picture.

1. Ask your child to say the name of the picture. E.g. a-a-
apple, sssssnake, getting quicker each time.

2. Say the sound hidden behind the picture. E.g. the ‘s’ is 
behind the snake.

3. Help your child say the sounds on the letter side, 
getting quicker each time. Turn back to the picture 
side if they forget. When your child can say the 
sounds without looking at the picture, increase the 
speed.



Reading Words

First your child is introduced to a toy frog called Fred.  Fred can only 
say the sounds in a word and needs your help to read the word.  
Fred Talk is sounding out the word.  Help your child read words by:

1. Make up a word that your child can read quickly, e.g. c-a-t.  Point to 
and say the sounds, and then say the word. Ask your child to copy 
you.  
Muddle up the cards. Ask your child to make the word again, then 
point and say the sounds.

2. Put out three cards and ask your child to say the sounds. Help them 
to blend the sounds into the word, until your child can do it without 
your help.

3. Repeat with some 4 sound words, e.g. f-r-o-g  s-t-o-p  h-a-n-d  
b-l-a-ck j-u-m-p



Homework

• A new sound will be stuck into your child’s homework book every 

night, after it has been taught. 

• Please return your child’s homework book every day.

• Speed sound cards can be kept at home during the week to practice

with.  Please return them on a Friday so that the new sounds can be

added.

• Reading/blending books will be sent out in due course.



Reward Systems

• Stickers 

• Star Stickers

• Head Teacher Award

• Tidy Classroom

• Attendance

• Whole class reward



General
Information 

• All children are encouraged to wear school uniform. Please 
ensure everything is clearly named.

• Appropriate clothing must be worn at all times as the 
children go outside in all weathers.
• Warm coat, hat, scarf, gloves in winter.
• Sun hat, sunglasses and sun cream in summer.

• As part of the curriculum the children will be encouraged to 
take part in a variety of messy activities to enable them to 
have a wide variety of learning experiences.



PE

• PE Kit – White T-Shirt, Red Shorts, Plimsolls (optional) – ALL 
NAMED.

• PE Kits are sent home every half term to be washed. Please 
return to school on the first day back.

• We usually have PE on a Wednesday.

• Children are encouraged to dress and undress themselves.



You can help by encouraging your child to:

• Dress and undress themselves
• Go to the toilet themselves
• Wash and dry their hands after the toilet
• Use a knife  and fork
• Fasten their shoes
• Tidy up their toys
• Say please and thank you
• Recognise their own name
• Sing some nursery rhymes
• Count objects to 5. 
• Use their fine and gross motor skills
• Foster a willingness to try!

How can you help?



and finally….. 

If you have any worries or concerns please come in 
and see Mrs McDonald or Mrs Heaton and we will do 

our best to help you 

Thank you for coming…
Do you have any questions ?


